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Illinois 

Hotels  Visited  by  Lincoln 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


Between  tionville  and  Urbana,  111. 


Famous  Illinois  Tavern, 


Where  Lincoln,  When  a  Circuit  Rid- 
ing Lawyer,  Swapped  Stories. 


With  the  demoUtloa  of  the  old  Kel- 
i  ley  tavern,  torn  down  ,  to  make  room 
I  iQr  a  barn,  there  passed  one  of  theJ 
.  famous  old  hoste'Irtes^ot  IHiuols.  Built 
>  in  1839,  the  old  tavern  became  the. 
'  stopping  place  of  all  west  bound  trav- 
elors,  it  being  the,  only  hotel  between 
Danville  aQd    Urbana  on    the  state-; 
road.  ' 

For  years  it  enjoyed  great  popular- 
ity, especially  during  its  ownership  by 
Joseph  Kelley.  who  operated  it  from 
1840  until  1864.  During  the  '503  it 
was  the  reallar  stopping  place  of  the 
old  tinie  circuit  riding  lawyers,  among 
whom  were  Abrahaiii  Lincoln  and 
Judgo  David  Davis.  Both  Lincoln 
and  Davia  Vere  warm  friends  of  Kel- 
ley, whose  ready  wit  and  great  fund 
fif  stories  made  him  a  favorite  with 
both  men.  ^  T  (}  ^ 

Often  Lincoln's  coming,  being  her- 
alded about  the  surrounding  country,  , 
'  drew  scores  of  farmers  to  the  hotel,  ' 
and  not  infrequently  residents  of  Ur- 
bana drove  down  to  enjoy  the  contest 
jetween  the  two  great  story  tellers. 
3owever  well  equipped  with  new  ma-, 
■,erial  was  Mr^Kelley  he  always  foun4> 
iimself  Vanquished    by    Mr.  Lincoln,? 
whose  fund  of  anecdotes  seemed  in- 
axhaustible.    Old  residents  say  that 
the  two   champions    frequently  told 
stories  almost  all  night,  Lincoln  sit- 
ting In  an    Imtnense  armchair,  with 
wide  rockers  and  a  buffalo  robe  cush- 
ion, known  to  the  household  as  "Abe's 
chair."    The  old  chair  is  still  In  the 
possession  of  the  Kelley  family,  one 
I  of  its  most  cherished  heirlooms. 

The  old  tavern  played  an  important 
'  part  in  the  social  life  of  the  commun- 
lity.    Here  during  the  winter  months 
j assembled  all    the  young   people  for 
miles  around  to    dance    and  enjoy 
themselves.    In  the  yard  were  held 
the  turkey    shoots    on  Thanksgiving 
and  Christmas,  when  the  pioneers  as-, 
aembled    to   prove    their  wonderful 
skill  with  their    old    muzzle  loading 
firearms.   Whisky  on  these  occasions 
flowed  freely,  and  some  famous  fights 
have  occurred  about  the  old  building, 
but  for  the  most  part  the  early  settler"! 
was  good  natured,  even  In  his  cups,  i 
and  ijo  serious  damage  was   done  itf 
these  encounters.   


Remembereil  Lincoln  As 
Guest  of  Old  Hotel 

I     Cleveland,     0.,     Nov.     25   • 

;  (r.nited  -Press )— Cleveland's  'old- 
est woman  resident  is  dpad. 

i     Mrs.  Marian   Sellos  Davis    9  3 
who  lived  contimionsly  in  this  city 
I'or  f'ighly-one    j'ears,    and  who 
could   recall   the   old   davs  when 
Chicrif^o   was   only  a   small  Lake 

!  Alic]iif.',an  trading  posi,  ])nsspd 
lieacefully.  J)pafh  was  dim  lo  old 
age. 

'i'he  vonerahlc  lady  liked  hesf  ro 
"I'  whim  A  bra  ha  til  Lincoln 
Klopiied  al  (he  old  Kennard  hnlel 
wliich  theh  slood  at  M'hat  is  now' 
St.  Clair  avenue  Norlh  vVPRt  and 
West  Sixth  street,  and  which  was 
opHraled  by  hprself  and  husband 
The  old  Kennai'd  was  then  the 
favorite  stoppins:  place  oC  celel 
i  briiies. 

Mrs.  Davis  was  Ijorn  in  Bedford- 
shire. England,  in  'ig;?!.  She  was 
bi'ought  by  her  parents  to  America 
and  directly  to,  Cleveland  when 
she  was  eleven  years  old.y  f  2  l 


uariiriviiie,  lii. 


LINCOLN'S  VISIT 

TO^RLINVILLE 

Much  Local  Interest  Aroused  By 
The  Democrat's  Story 

Was  Guest  of  "Squire"  Palmer  Ac- 
cording to  Early  Settlers — Some 
Interesting  Sidelights. 

The  story  of  Abraham  Lincoln's 
visit  to  Carlinville  back  in  the  early 
days  as  told  in  last  week's  Democrat, 
has  attracted  considerable  attention. 
Anything  concerning  the  life  of  the 
martyr  President  always  arouses 
great  interest.  Among  those  who 
were  reminded  of  things  they  had 
heard  about  Lincoln's  visit  to  this 
city  were  A.  H.  Bell,  George  B.  Ar- 
nett,  W.  H.  Stoddard  and  F.  D.  Gore. 

Mr.  Bell  said  that  the  large  oak 
tree  standing  in  his  yard  at  his  resi- 
dence on  South  Broad  street,  is  one 
of  the  original  trees  that  was  on  that 
block  when  Lincoln  came  to  Carlin- 
ville. Mr.  Bell  has  resided  there  for 
50  years  and  the  old  tree  is  one  of  the 
landmarks  of  this  part  of  the  county. 
It  is  very  large,  measuring  five  feet 
in  diameter  and  is  well  preserved.  It 
is  one  of  a  grove  of  trees  that  once 
covered  the  block  including  the  site 
where  the  Methodist  church  now 
stands.  Sometime  ago  some  Car- 
linville women  photographed  this 
tree. 

There  is  some  difference  of  opinion 
about  the  tradition  handed  down  as 
to  some  of  the  circumstances  of  Lin 
coin's  visit  to  the  county  seat  of  Ma- 
coupin. George  Arnett,  father  of 
George  B.  Arnett,  who  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  county,  was  present 
and  heard  Lincoln  speak.  The  senior 
Arnett  died  several  years  ago.  His 
son,  George  Arnett,  says  that  he 
heard  his  father  say  that  Lincoln 
walked  alone  from  the  C.  &  A.  depot 
to  the  pjace  of  speaking.  On  arriv- 
ing uptown  Lincoln  asked  for  "Squire" 
Palmer,  meaning  the  late  General 
John  M.  Palmer,  and  was  directed  to 
his  home. 

^  W,  H.  Stoddard  has  the  story  of 
Lincoln's  visit  to  Carlinville,  which 

I  was  told  to  him  by  the  late  P.  Bra. 

jley,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
community  and  a  well  known  anti- 
slavery  man.    Mr.  Stoddard  says  that 

iMr.  Braley  told  him  that  the  (Mr, 
Braley)  Samuel  T.  Mayo  and  General 
Palmer  met  Lincoln  at  the  depot  with 
an  old-fashioned  carriage.  They  rode 
with  him  to  the  residence  of  Gen. 
Palmer,  which  at  that  time  was  where 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  D.  Gore  now  live. 
The  party  took  dinner  at  the  Palmer 
home.  If  this  is  a  fact  it  would  mean 
that  Lincoln  spoke  in  the  afternoon 
Mr.  Stoddard  came  with  his  parents 


to  this  city  in  1865.  He  says  that 
the  platform  on  which  Lincoln  stood, 
and  made  his  now  famous  speech  was 
still  standing  when  he  came  here. 
It  was  on  the  Methodist  church  lot 
some  distance  from  what  is  now 
the  northeast  comer  of  the  church. 
Mr.  Stoddard  says  that  he  remembers 
that  the  logs  of  which  the  platform 
was  built,  rested  on  four  blocks  saw- 
ed from  a  tree  on  the  same  lot.  He 
says  that  the  platform  stood  there 
for  many  years  after  Lincoln's  visit 
to  this  city.  He  says  that  Mr.  Braley 
told  him  that  Lincoln  came  here  in 
1858,  during  his  campaign  against 
Douglass. 

In  1858,  during  the  Lincoln-Doug- 
lass campaign,  F.  D.  Gore  then  a  lad 
was  residing  at  Plainview.  One  day 
a  passenger  train  stopped  at  the  de- 
pot. Attached  to  the  train  was  a  fiat 
car  on  which  a  cannon  was  mounted- 
His  father,  the  late  David  Gore,  point- 
ed out  to  him  two  men  whom  he  said 
were  Lincoln  and  Douglass — a  tall 
man  and  a  short  man.  Mr.  Gore  says 
that  he  cannot  now  recall  what,  if  any- 
thing, his  father  told  him  about  the 
political  side  of  the  matter,  or  where 
the  two  great  men  were  going  when 
the  train  passed  through  Plainview. 


July  '^1,  1926 


Carlinvllle.  111. 

LINCOLN'S  VISIT  1 
TO^RLINVILLE 

Paul  M.  Angle  Writes  Interesting 
Letter  About  Lincoln 

Files   of   Democrat   Examined — Lin- 
coln Spoke  in  "Morton's  Grove" 
August  31,  1858.  1 

The  story  of  Lincoln's  visit  to  Car- 
linville  continues  to  attract  much  at- 
tention and  interest.  The  story  of 
local  residents  which  was  published 
July  21st,  created  unusual  interest. 

But  this  is  not  confined  alone  to 
Carlinville.    It  has   been   read  with 
much  interest  in  other  places,  name- 
ly,  Springfield,   Lincoln's   old  home. 
Paul  M.  Angle,  the  executive  secreta-  , 
ry  of  the  Lincoln  Centennial  associa- , 
tion  of  the  capital  city  read  the  first 
account,  which  appeared  in  The  Demo-' 
crat  July   14th.    After  reading  thcj 
story  Mr.  Angle  was  kind  enough  to. 
write  us  the  following  interesting  let- 
ter containing  much  valuable  data; 
Springfield,  111.,  July  21,  1926.  ' 

Mr.  J.  E.  McClure, 
The  Carlinville  Democrat, 

Carlinville,  111. 
Dear  Mr.   McClure: — 

I  have  seen  The  Carlinville  Demo  - 
crat for  July  14th,  and  have  a  little 
information  to  volunteer  regarding- 
Lincoln's  speech  in  your  city. 

Lincoln  spoke  in  Carlinville,  Aug  , 
31,  1858  There  are  two  different 
bits  of  evidence  proving  this.  One  of 
them  is  the  list  of  Lincoln's  speaking! 
appointments  published  in  the  lUi-l 
nois  State  Journal  for  Aug.  6,  1858.  j 
The  other  is  a  letter  of  Lincoln's  toi 
J.  M.  Palmer,  dated  Springfield,  Aug.  i 
5,  1858,  in  which  Lincoln  says:  "I 
have  concluded,  however,  to  speak  at 
your  town  on  Tuesday,  August  31st," 
etc.  This  letter  is  to  be  found  in 
Nicolay  &  Hay's  Collected  Works  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  III,  p.  199. 

Lincoln's  Carlinville  address  was 
one  of  a  series  of  many  made  during 
the  Lincoln-Douglas  campaign  ol 
1858.  While  the  candidates  partici- 
pated in  joint  debate  only  seven 
times,  each  one  spoke  almost  daily. 
Lincoln's  active  campaign  thus  be- 
gan with  a  speech  at  Beardstown  on 
August  12th,  following  one  made 
there  the  previous  day  by  Douglas, 
tthe  ^Jay,  befqrj  he  spolj^  at  Carlin- 
vflle\,  Lincoln  maHe  an  address  at 
Tremont  in  Tazewell  comity,  and  two 
days  after  his  Carlinville  visit  he 
spoke  at  Clinton  in  Dewitt  county. 

Undoubtedly  contemporary  evi- 
dence exists  as  to  the  exact  place 
where  Lincoln  spoke  in  Carlinville 
and  as  to  the  crowd  present.  Have 
you  a  file  of  the  Republican  paper  of 
1858?  If  so,  I  am  pretty  sure  that 
you  will  find  in  there  an  extensive 
description  of  the  meeting,.  The 
Democratic  paper  probably  noticed  the 
meeting  too,  if  for  no  other  reason 
than  to  poke  fun  at  it.  I  rather 
doubt  whether  I  will  have  time  to  run 
this  down  myself,  but  if  I  do  I  shall 
let  you  know  what  I  find. 

Very  truly  yours, 
PAUL  M.  ANGLE. 


Announcement  of  Lincoln's  Coming. 

Since  the  receipt  of  M^.  Angle's 
letter,  we  have  been  able  to  secure 
access  to  the  files  of  The  Democrat 
of  1858,  containing  the  speech  of  Mr 
Lincoln  and  also  the  announcement 
in  the  paper  of  his  coming  to  Carlin- 
ville. The  announcement  which  was 
in  the  editorial  column  was  as  fol- 
lows, under  date  of  Aug.  26,  1858: 

"Come.  Come,  Grand  Mass  Meeting 
of  Freemen  of  Macoupin.  Abe  Lin- 
coln, Lyman  Trumbull,  Frank  Blair, 
J.  H.  Matheny  and  others  are  ex- 
pected August  31st.  Let  everybody 
get  ready  to  come.  Grand  Rally  of 
the  friends  of  Liberal  principles  will 
be  held  in  Carlinville,  Tuesday,  Au- 
gust 31st. 

Hon.  Ab  Lincoln,  Senator  Trumbull 
and  other  distinguished  speakers  will 
be  here  to  address  the  people  on  the 
issues  involved  in  the  present  can- 
vass. Let  the  friends  of  the  cause 
prepare  in  time  to  come  up  in  their 
might  and  numbers  from  every  pre- 
cinct." 

"Hon.  A.  Lincoln's  Speech." 

The  issue  of  The  Democrat  of  Sep- 
tember 2,  1858,  contained  Lincoln's 
address  in  full.  It  was  over  a  col- 
umn in  length  and  the  headline  was 
"Hon.  A.  Lincoln's  Speech." 

The  comment  in  The  Democrat 
preceding  the  speech, -was  as  follows: 

"Agreeable  to  arrangements,  Mr. 
Lincoln  arrived  here  Tuesday  morn- 
ing and  was  quietly  conducted  to  the 
'American  House,'  it  having  been 
previously  arranged  by  his  friends 
that  no  sign  of  man  worship  should 
take  place  and  no  gaudy  display  be 
made  to  captivate  the  crowd  (a  la 
Douglas) — but  that  the  people  and 
Lincoln  should  be  perfectly  free  to 
regulate  their  own  concern  in  their 
own  way. 

All  other  speakers  looked  for,  un- 
expectedly disappiointed  us,.  The 
meeting  was  quite  large — many  gen- 
tlemen estimate  it  at  1,000  legal 
voters — and  we  doubt  of  Douglas  can 
get  a  larger  number  of  men  together 
even  with  the  circus. 

At  3  o'clock  this  large  crowd  of 
citizicns  assembled  at  'Morton's 
Grove'  where  Mr.  Lincoln  entertain- 
ed them  with  an  honest,  logical  and 
telling  speech." 

•  In  the  course  of  his  speech  Lincoln 


referred  apparently  with  some  pa- 
thos, to  those  whom  he  had  voted  for 
for  President.    He  said: 

"In  '32  I  voted  for  Henry  Clay;  ir, 
'36  for  the  Hugh  L.  White  ticket; 
in  '40  for  Tip  and  Tyler;  in  '44  i 
made  the  last  great  effort  for  Old 
Harry  of  the  west  with  my  friend, 
Dr.  Heaton.  But  we  got  gloriously 
whipped.  Taylor  was  elected  in  '48 
and  we  fought  nobly  for  Scott  in  '52." 

At  the    close    of    Mr.  Lincoln's 
speech  The  Democrat  says  that  Judge 
Palmer    (afterwards   Gen(.  Palmer) 
was  loudly  called  for  and  made  a 
vigorous  speech  supporting  Lincoln. 

Then  the  account  of  the  meeting 
was  concluded  with  this  paragraph: 

"The  meeting  adjourned  with  three 
cheers  for  Ab.  Lincoln,  three  for 
Palmer  and  three  for  the  Union 
ticket." 

Don  A.  Burke,  one  of  Carlinville's 
lifelong  residents,  says  that  at  the 
time  Lincoln  came  to  Carlinville  in 
1858,  what  is  now  known  as  the 
"Matthews  home,"  was  occupied  by 
Dr.  Morton,  a  physician.  He  had  a 
son,  Frank  Morton,  and  the  son  and 
Mr.  Burke  were  boys  together.  Mr. 
Burke's  statement  seems  to  fix  be- 
yond any  doubt  the  exact  location 
of  Morton's  GrovQ.  The  impression 
seems  to  be  among  the  older  resi- 
dents of  Carlinville  that  the  "Dr. 
Heaton"  whom  Lincoln  mentioned  in 
his  speech,  was  a  resident  of  Virden. 

,  July  28,  I9^(i 


C'urlinville,  Illinois,  Wednesday,  August  18,  1920 


LINCOLN'S  VISIT 

TO_CARLINVILLE 

Fred  Rogge  Tells  of  Seeing  and 
Hearing  Lincoln 

Is  .Former    Resident  of  Carlinville 
and  Veteran  of  the  Civil  War — 
Is  in  80th  Year.  _ 

Nearly  all  of  the  older  readers  of 
The  Democrat  remember  Fred  Rogge, 
formerly  of  Carlinville.  He  is  a  vet- 
eran of  the  civil  war.  Though  he  is 
over  80  years  of  age  he  is  a  keen  ob- 
server and  writes  most  interestingly. 
He  has  been  reading  the  stories  ot 
Lincoln's  visit  to  Carlinville  which 
have  appeared  in  this  paper.  And 
now  the  fact  comes  out  that  he  too, 
saw  Lincoln  on  the  day  he  came  to 
Carlinville  back  in  1858.  Mr.  Rogge 
tells  most  interestingly  about  it  as 
follows: 

National   Military  Home, 
Leavenworth,  Kas.,  July  23,  1926. 
Dear  Editor: — 

Being  a  veteran  of  the  civil  war 
from  old  Macoupin  it  stands  to  rea- 
son that  I  should  admire  the  great 
war  President,  the  "Father  Abra- 
ham," oif  the  private  soldier  and 
■'Honest  Abe,"  of  the  plain  people;  the 
backbone  of  the  United  States  in 
war  an  in  peace. 

Statement  of  my  late  Comrade  Joft 
Padget  and  that  of  Nicholas  Schae- 
fer,  son  of  Peter  Schaefer,  a  friend 
of  my  father,  Michael  G.  Rogge,  both 
pioneer  farmers  of  Macoupin  county 
in  1853,  has  interested  me  greatly. 
It  causes  me  to  write  you  and  make 
a  few  remarks  regarding  Abraham 
Lincoln's  visit  at  Carlinville  in  the 
fall  of  1858.  It  is  true  there  were 
only  a  few  Republican  voters  at  th( 
county  seat  at  that  now  far  distant 
day.  And  the  simple  reason  was 
that  nearb'  all  the  leading  citizens 
of  Carlinville  were  southern  bom — 
natives  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and 
North  Carolina — Andy  Jackson  Dem- 
ocrats to  the  backbone.  However, 
there  were  many  pioneer  farmers  in 
the  county,  who  in  1856,  voted  for 
Free  Speech,  Free  Press  and  Fre- 
mont, who  favored  and  who  defended' 
Lincoln's  policy  when  he  came  to 
Carlinville.  That  was  the  reason 
Peter  Schaefer  and  Michael  Rpggfc, 
attended  the  mejiting.  That  also  was 
the  reason  their  young  sons  wer** 
present  to  learn  some  wisdom.  There 
is  absolutely  no  doubt  about  the  lo- 
cality or  exact  spot  where  Lincoln 
spoke,  but  if  my  memory  can  still 
be  depended  on,  there  was  a  shady 
grove  of  younger  trees  and  not  a 
lone  oak  tree;  now  all  vanished,  cov- 
ered up  by  the  Methodist  church, 
where  a  bronze  tablet  should  be  plac- 
ed in  memory  of  the  man  who  abol- 
ished slavery  for  ever  and  saved  the 
Union  of  all  our  '48  states  during  the 
darkest  days  of  our  country.  Please 
remember  that  Nicholas  Schaefer 
was  only  9  years  of  age  and  Fred 
Rogge  but  12  at  the  time  of  this  Lin- 
coln rally,  an  age  when  two  such 


larmer  boys  take  no  stock  m  politics 
and  little  interest  in  any  important 
question  of  the  day.  In  order  to 
prove  this,  I  must  confess  slipping 
away  from  Daddy  and  the  meeting 
to  attend  a  horseshoe  pitching  con- 
test in  the  old  brick  court  house  yard 
near  by,  where  some  "ungodly"  Dem- 
ocratic lawyers  were  making  things 
very  lively.  In  after  years,  my  fath- 
er often  explained  the  strong  points 
of  what  Lincoln  said  that  day,  and 
how  ever-T  one  of  those  points  be- 
came a  fact. 

Kansas  became  a  free  state  In 
spite  of  bitter  strife  between  aboli- 
tionist and  slavery  advocates  and  the 
house  divided  in  itself — half  free  and 
half  slave,  was  no  longer  divided 
after  Lee  surrendered  at  Appomatox 
Court  House  in  old  Virginia,  April 
9,  1865.  Lincoln's  visit  to  Carlin- 
ville was  short.  He  was  the  guest 
of  John  M.  Palmer,  his  intimate 
friend  and  fellow  lawyer.  I  have 
now  passed  my  80th  milestone  of  life, 
but  still  see  that  tall  speaker,  his 
rugged,  clean  shaven  face  and  kindly 
smile,  the  same  smile  that  won  the 
love  of  all  children  in  Springfiela 
who  consulted  him  when  in  trouble. 
Very  truly  yours, 

FRED  ROGGE. 


Carlinville,  111, 


Carlinville,  111 


LINCOLN'S  VISIT 

TO  CARLINVILLE 


Americao  House  Was  Landmark 
of  Early  Days. 


"Mine  Host"  Was  a  man  of  Impor- 
tance— Fred  Rogge  Tells  of 
Fargone  Days.  ; 

Last  Ceek'  we  p'ub'llshed  a  letter 
written  by  Fred  Rogge.  He  told  of 
being  present  when  Abraham  Lin- 
coln made  his  speech  in  Carlinville  in 
1858.  Our  readers  will  recall  that 
when  Lincoln  came  to  this  city  to 
speak  he  stopped  for  a  while  at  the 
American  House.  Mr.  Rogge  read 
that  story  in  The  Democrat,  and  was 
much  interested  in  this  fact.  Being 
a  native  of  Carlinville,  Mr.  Rogge 
wrote  us  a  letter  telling  about  th^ 
American  House  in  the  early  days 
in  this  city.  We  feel  sure  that  the 
letter  will  be  of  interest  not  only  t6 
the  older  readers  of  this  paper  but 
to  the  younger  generation  as  well. 
Mr.  Rogge's  letter  follows: 

Seventy  years  ago  travelers  from 
all  sections  of  Illinois  who  had  busi- 
ness in  Carlinvlle  arrived  mostly  on 
horseback  and  put  up  at  the  "Ameri- 
can House."  To  early  Macoupin 
county  pioneers  it  was  known  as  the 
"Tavern,"  with  home  cooking,  heavy 
feather  beds  in  winter,  home-made 
quilts  in  summer.  It  was  opened 
for  the  entertainment  of  man  and 
beast  in  1852,  or  about  the  time  the 
first  passenger  train  of  the  Chi- 
cago &  Alton  railroad  rolled  into 
town.  Old  timers  were  astonish- 
ed when  informed  that  this  fast 
train  could  make  Springfield  in  21/2 
hours  unless  it  was  blocked  by  cattle 
or  wild  deer  between  Prairie  Station, 
as  Nilwood  was  called,  and  Virden. 

The  Amercan  House  was  located' 
on  the  north  side  of  West  Main  street,; 
about  half-way  between  the  publicl 
square  and  the  C.  &.  A.  depot;  a  little' 
east  of  Weer's  mill,  better  known  as 
the  Red  mill.  Of  course,  like  every-' 
thing  at  that  time,  the  house  was  old- 1 
fashioned,  but  comfortable  and  honie-i 
like;  no  luxurious  bar,  no  tipping  oti 
Waiters  and  not  much  style.  In] 
those  now -far-distant  days  Carlinvillfc 
was  absolutely  without  a  public 
saloon,  because  it  was  customary  for 
all  grocerymen  to  have  a  barrel 
of  liquor  on  tap  in  the  rear  of 
the  store,  free  to  all  customer*, 
who  ne.eded  a  nip  for  stomach 
trouble  or  snakebites,  also  for 
chills  and  fever,  as  whisky  and 
Iquinine  mixfed  was  considered  the 
best  remedy — highly  recommendea 
by  some  of  the  best  doctors  in  Car- 
linville. ' 


The  American  House  may  not  be 
classed  as  historic,  but  it  surely  had 
a  story  of  its  own.  There  was  a 
framed  motto  on  the  wall  back  of  the 
office  counter  that  always  interested 
me  whenever  I  entered  the  hostelry 
in  my  boyhood  days.  It  was  "Doni 
worry,  the  sUn  is  shining  behind  thu 
clouds.*'  That  motto  may  have  been 
the  reason  why  so  many  young,  lov- 
ing couples  headed  for.  matrimony 
were  married  in  the  Tavern  office. 
Anyway  I  was  present  on  a  rainy 
day  when  Squire  Dave  McDaniel  offic- 
iated in  place  of  the  Methodist  min- 
ister, who  was  out  of  town  shooting 
prairie  chickens.  This  happy  couple 
came  up  from  Nieman's  settlement, 
now  Mt.  Olive,  and  they  returned 
there  without  going  on  a  honeymoon, 
simply  because  Macoupin  county  peo- 
ple were  not  overloaded  with  any  sur- 
plus wealth;  consequently  honeymoon 
trips  were  frequently  dispensed  with. 
Those  who  had  the  cash  made  a  trip 
ito  Springfield.  Those  considered 
rich  went  as  far  as  Alton  and  froni 
that  "  Hill  city"  per  Mississippi  river 
steamboat  to  St.  Louis  and  retun» 
The  American  House  kept  no  hotel 
register,  which  was  very  unfortun- 
ate, as  it  would  be  an  interesting 
relic  of  those  good  old  days.  Thera 
was  no  printed  bill  of  fare,  becausu 
some  of  our  worthy  forefathers  coulo 
not  read  English  or  any  other  lang- 
uage, consequently  there  was  no  nec- 
essity or  demand  for  same.  The  pro- 
prietor was  the  whole  show,  a  com- 
bination of  Landlord,  clerk,  waiter 
and  norter.  He  regularly  donned  his 
Prince  Albert  coat  10  minutes  befort 
mealtime,  opened  his  dinning  room 
door  five  minues  later,  rang  the  bell 
and  stood  at  attention  until  all  his 
guests  were  seated.  Everything  had 
been  placed  on  the  loaded  table  ex- 
cepting coffee,  biscuits  and  corn- 
bread,  which  was  carried  in  from  the 
kitchen  red  hot.  Sundays,  there  was 
a  real  chicken  dinner,  not  old  roos- 
ters, "But  young  pullets,  at  25  cents 
per  plate,  which  our  young  folks  ot 
today  may  not  believe,  but  neverthe- 
less is  true.  Yours  truly, 

FRED  ROOGE. 


MARKER  UNVEILED 


I 


Appropriate  Services  Held  at  Unveiliog 
of  Stone  Marking  Tavern  Where 
Lincoln  Was  a  Guest  in  1844 


PATRIOTIC  SPEECHES  MADE 


The  serUces  ^eld  last  Thursday 
unveiling  the  marker  designating  the 
spot  where  Abraham  Lincoln  was  a 
guest  when  he  visited  Roekport  in 
1844,  were  very  impressive  and  at- 
tended by  a  good  crowd  of  citizens 
including  a  number  of  visitors. 

The  school  children  marched 
from  the  school  buildings  to  the  posi- 
tion in  front  of  the  north  door  of  the 
court  house  where  the  services  were 
held.  Mrs.  Mina  Cook  was  master  of 
ceremonies  and  introduced  the 
speakers.  Speeches  were  made  by 
Supt.  T.  V.  Pruitt,  of  the  Roekport 
schools;  by  Representative  A.  J. 
Wedeking,  of  Dale,  and  by  Mrs.  Bess 
Ehrmann.  All  talks  were  appropri- 
ate and  the  speakers  were  highly 
complimented  and  their  addresses 
much  appreciated. 

After  the  ceremony  at  the  court 
house  the  assemblage  went  to  the 
northeast  corner  of  Main  and  Second 
streets  where  the  marker  was  placed 
near  the  Sargent  house  and  the  cere- 
mony of  unveiling  the  marker  took 
place. 

The  marker  bears  the  following 
inscription : 

"Roekport  Tavern 
"Built  1882.     Where  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, a  Clay  Elector,  was  a  guest  in 
1844. 

"Sponsored  by  the  Business  and 
Professional  Women's  Club  of  Rock- 
port. 

Oct.  28.  1926." 
George    Honig    and    James  W. 
Turn  er,  of  Evansville,  were  among 
j  the  visitors.     Mr.  Honig  is  interest- 
;  ed  in    a    Lincoln    statue    and  Mr. 
Turner  is  writing  a  life  of  Lincoln 
and  was  here  getting  data  for  his 
book. 

Following  is  the  address  of  Mrs. 
Ehrmann : 

Ql'i  .P.pwspanera  &i:e.jj..a£ten  very! 
valuable  and  when  filed  away  will  in  j 
years  to  come  be  equal  to  a  history! 
of  the  time,  in  which  they  were  pub-  j 
lished.  So  far  as  we  know  the  only, 
description  of  Abraham  Lincoln  as 
he  looked  while  in  Roekport  in  1844,  | 
is  in  an  old  Roekport  Journal  pub- 
lished between  25  or  30  years  ago  ' 
and  is  told  by  a  man  who  saw  him  at  j 
that  time. 


This  article  was  preserved  'and 
came  into  possession  of  Mrs.  Calder 
Ehrmann,  curator  of  the  Spencer 
County  Historical  Society,  and  was 
read  by  her  at  the  dedication  of  the 
marker  near  the  old  Sargent  house 
where  Ljncoln  was  a  guest  in  1844. 
It  was  then  called  a  tavern  and  later 
was  bought  by  the  Sargent  family 
and  is  still  owned  by  them. 

Following  is  the  newspaper  story: 
"In  1844,  when  Lincoln  was  a 
Clay  elector,  he  made  a  trip  back  to 
Spencer  county,  big  old  home,  the 
first  trip  siifce  he  left  it  for  Illinois 
fourteen  years  before.  Among  the 
speeches  he  delivered  while  here  in 
the  interest  of  the  Whig  candidate 
was  one  in  the  court  house  in  Rock- 
port. 

"The  above  picture  shows  the  tav- 
ern where  he  stopped,  and  a  building 
yet  standing  in  pretty  good  condi- 
tion. For  about  the  last  fifty  years 
it  has  been  known  as  the  'Sargent 
House'  because  owned  by  that  fam- 

iiy. 

"Squire  J.  L.  Stewart,  one  of  cur 
oldest  native  residents,  who  has 
married  hundreds  of  Kentucky  run- 
away couples,  was  an  errand  boy  at 
the  above  tavern  when  Lincoln 
stayed  there  and  remembers  the 
visit  well,  he  then  being  fourteen 
years  old. 

"Speaking  this  week  of  the  mem- 
ory he  said:  *It  was  along  in  the 
early  fall  when  Lincoln  came  to 
town,  riding  through  from  Illinois 
horseback,  stopping  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  county  before  reaching 
Roekport. 

"  'I  remember  'very  well  my  first 
sight  of  him — he  was  so  gangling, 
tall  and  awkward  looking.  He  had 
on  a  brownish  colored  suit  of  clothes 
and  an  old  fashioned  fur  cap.  Of 
course  he  hadn't  got  famous  then 
but  attracted  attention. 

"  'The  afternoon  of  the  day  he  was 
here  he  spoke  in  the  old  brick  court 
house  that  stood  in  the  corner  of  the 
yard,  where  the  cannon  is  now. 
There  was  a  good  crowd  to  hear  him 


and  he  spoke  on  Protection.  I  was 
just  a  boy  but  went  along  with  the 
rest  of  the  people  to  the  speaking. 
I  recollect  that  he  urged  the  men  to 
vote  for  Clay  and  Protection. 
"  'The  next  day  he  rode  away.' 
"Besides  having  the  honor  of  shel- 
tering the  immortal  Lincoln  the  old 
tavern  had  several  guests  in  early 
days  of  state  prominence. 

"The  brick  part  of  the  house  was 
built  in  1836  by  Daniel  Brown.  The 
brick  were  made  just     across  the 

■  street  south.  The  property  was  in 
various  hands  as  a  tavern  until  1860 

I  when  John  Sargent,  grandfather  of 

I  Druggist  J.  A.  Sargent,  bought  it  and 
it  has  been  in  that  family  ever  since. 

I     "At  present  it  is  owned  by  Capt. 

I  W.  H.  Sargent,  who  now    lives  ir 

'Fordsville,  Ky." 


Brewster  Hotel 


GREAi  mm 


ROOM  HE  OCCUPIED  ON  THAT 
OCCASION   ORJECT  OF 
SIGHT  SEERS 


BUILDING  BEGAN  IN  1856,  ' 
COMPLETED  TWO  YEARS  LATER 


In  Its  Day  One  of  Finest  Places  of 
Its  Kind;  Srene  of  Many 
Notable  Functions 


■With  the  celebration  toda\'  of  th« 
eeventy-first  anniversary  of  tlie  Lin- 
ccin-Dougias  debate,  the  Brewster 
house,  where  Lincohn  w.is  a  guest  at 
ti«.6  Time  of  the  debate,  becomes  a 
center  of  interest. 

This  venerable  hostelry  bears  a 
plate  at  the  front  marked  "1858", 
The  hotel  was  begun  in  1856,  but 
not  completed  until  185S.  An  item 
in  the  Fi-eeport  Journal  of  Nov.  IS, 
1S56,  stated  that  tho  fourth  story 
was  then  going-  up.  A  group  of  bus- 
iness men  financed  its  erection.  It 
was  considered  a  remarkably  fine- 
hotel  for  a  town  of  the  size  of  Free- 
port  at  the  time.  The  first  guests 
were  admitted  Aug.  25,  1857,  and  the 
list  as  printed  in  the  Freeport  Journ- 
al of  Aug:.  2G,  shows  they  were  from 
Chicaso,  Buffalo,  RocheiSter.  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  Madison,  "Wis.,  and  as 
well  as  Freeport  and  nearby  towns. 
For  man.y  years  it  was  the  socird 
center  of  Freeport.  All  important 
functions  of  the  town  were  held 
there. 

Banqupt  July  4,  1858 

July  4,  1858,  a  great  fourth  of 
July  celebration  x^-as  held  at  Free- 
port.  The  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ents was  read  in  both  English  and 
G-ern5a.n  and  there  were  orations  in 
Enirllsh  and  German.  In  the  even- 
ing: H.  big  banquet  was  held  at  tlm 


Brewster  Hous«  and  the  mere  li«t  of 
toasts  as  gi\'»n  filled  a  column.  Th» 
new  hotel  was  then  conducted  by 
Clark  &  Ferris,  and  the  toast  as  pro- 
posed to  the  new  hotel  was: 

'The  Brewster  House — Under 
the  management  of  its  present 
gentlemanly     proprietors  and 
their    amiable    wives,    it  must 
ever  be  a  favorable  resort  to  the 
weary  and  travel-stained." 
In  but  little  more  than  a  month 
was   to   come   the   distinction  that 
was  to  clirtg  to  the  place  through- 
out all  after  years.    The  choice  by 
Stephen  A.  Douglas  of  Freeport  <is 
one  of  the  points  for  a  joint  debate 
with  Abraham  Lincoln  on  the  itisue 
of  slavery,  was  to  bring  to  Freeport 
and  to  the  Brewster  not  only  the 
largest  crowds  they  had  ever  known 
but    a    future     president  himself 
Moreover,  a  great  turning-  point  in 
American   history  may  be  said  lo 
have  been  passed  there,  for  it  wi? 
at  Freeport    that    Lincoln  forced 
I  Douglas  to  take  the  stand  which  all 
I  historians  agree  split  the  democrat 
I  io  party  and  resulted  in  Lincoln's 
'  election    two   jears   latsr.     And  ii 
I  was  in  his  room  at  the  Brewster  ac- 
1  cording  to  his  friends  present,  that 
Lincoln  decided,   and  against  their 
advice,  to  put  hie  now  famous  ques- 
tions to  Douglai;  that  were  to  undo 
the  "Little  Giant."     It  is  said  ht- 
wrote  out  their  final  form  there. 
Lincoln  Occupies  Room  50 

According  to  S.  L.  Friedley,  pres- 
ent proprietor  of  the  Brewster 
House,  Lincoln  was  assigned  to 
what  is  now  Room  50,  on  the  third 
floor,  at  the  corner  of  Stephenson 
and  Stale  (earlier  Mechanic)  streeiji. 
The  ground  floor  of  the  building 
was  used  for  stores  and  offices,  by 
C.  L.  Little  and  W.  Hyde.  A  long, 
straight  stairway  led  from  the  front 
entrance  to  the  second  floor  where 
were  the  hotel  office,  a  circular 
bar,  the  parlors  and  dining  room. 
The  bedrooms  were  on  the  third  and 
fourth  floors.  On  the  second  floor 
was  a  balcony  along  the  two  streets 
and  it  was  from  this  that  Lincoln 
and  Douglas  spoke  to  their  partisans 
who  welcomed  them  and  where  they 
also  appeared  together  in  the  even- 
ing. This  balcony  was  taken  down 
by  Mr.  Friedley  years  ago  to  pre- 
vent accicjents  from  circus  crowds 


overloading  it.  Douglas  »nd  his 
friend.^  had  rooms  opposite  Lin- 
coln's, but  Doujrias  stayed  over  night 
at  Postmaster  Brawle.y's. 

Clark  &  Ferris  First  Managers 

A^'hen  the  hotel  was  opened  it  was 
conducted  by  "V\'arren  Clark  and 
Orrin  Ferris  under  the  firm  name  of 
Clark  &  Ferris,  Mrs.  Charles  F. 
Stocking  is  a  granddaughter  of  Mr. 
Clark  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Boyington  is 
a  daughter  of  Mr.  Ferris.  It  was 
then  one  of  the  largest  hotels  west 
of  Chicago,  but  Freeport  was  then 
an  important  railroad  point  on  tha 
Galena-Chicago  line.  In  its  palmy 
daj-s  elaborate  menus  w(>re  .served, 
as  shown  by  menu  eard/3  still  pre- 
served there. 

Of  course,  when  Lincoln  was  there 
the  hotel  had  no  modei-n  conven- 
iences, no  electric  lights  or  tele- 
phones, no  running  water  in  the 
room:^,  no  steam  heat,  no  elevators, 
no  signal  bells,  no  fire  escapes,  no 
Gideon  Bibles.  Water  was  origin- 
ally obtained  from  a  spring  between 
the  hotel  and  the  Pecatonica  river. 
Tin  wash  pans  hung-  on  the  walls. 
The  rooms  were  heated  in  wintc; 
with  wood  stoves  of  -wnich  ther? 
were  over  70,  and  were  li;?ht€d  with 
candles  or  sperm  oil  lamrts  as  kero- 
sene had  not  yet  become  a  commer- 
cial commodity.  Huge  cisterns  were 
built  in  streets  for  fire  protection. 
Name  Changed  to  "Howard  House" 

In  the  course  of  its  long  history 
the  hotel  has  had  \-arious  proprie- 
tors, and  for  a.  brief  time  it  wnf 
closed.  For  a  time  it  was  known  a? 
the  Howard  House. 

For  many  years  it  was  conducted 
by  Col.  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Gates,  who 
restored  the  name  of  Brewster 
House  to  it.  Col.  Gates  also  had 
the  hotel  office  moved  from  the  sec- 
ond floor  to  the  ground  floor  at:d 
the  dining  ropm  to  the  basement. 
Col.  Gate*  died  in  1803.  His  widow 
later  married  Samuel  Friedley,  the 
present  proprietor. 

Lincoln's  Room  a  Shrine 

In  the  room  occupied  by  Lincoln 
hangs  a  large  picture  of  the  old  i 
Lincoln  log  cabin  near  Farmington, 
III.,  presented  to  the  hotel  by  Mr^.  i 
Eleanor  Gridley,  Lincoln  writer  and 
author  of  "From  Log  Cabin  to 
White  House."  The  picture  bears 
an  inscription  by  her.  Mi's.  Gridley 
was  a  guest  at  the  Brewster  some 
years  ago  and  may  attend  the  un- 
veiling: ceremony  here  Aug.  27.  In 
a  recent  letter  to  the  Lincoln-Doug- 
las society  sha  -writes: 

"You  will  find  in  th.»  Brew- 

«ter  House,  which  has  been  del- 
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Brewster  Hotel  As  It  Is  Today  and 

As  It  Looked  At  Time  Of  Debate 


Lincoln  and  Douglas  were  guesls 
at  the  Brewster  the  day  of  the  de- 
bate. Lincoln  stayecl  over  night, 
and  his  room  lias  since  become  a 
mecra,  for  T.isitors,  mani,-  tiavelers 
stopping'  o\'or  in  Frcoport  to  view 
'  his   bedchamber   and     ihe  Lincoln 


boulder  a  short  distance  from  the 
hotel. 

The.  two  famous  debaters  after  ap- 
pearing oil  the  balcony  of  the  old 
hotel  together,  left  for  the  scene  of 
their  debate  under  the  trees  while 
cheering  tliousands  marked  the  path- 
way to  the  oratorical  battlefield. 


egated  as  headquarters  for  jour 
association  during-  the  commg 
celebration,  a  large  picture,  nice- 
ly framed,  of  the  log  cabin  built 
by  Abraham  Lincoln  and  his 
father  in  the  year  1831,  and 
which  as  my  personal  propei'ty 
I  presented  to  the  management 
of  the  hotel  to  be  hung  in  the 
room  occupied  by  Abraham  Lin- 
coln when  in  Freeport  on  the 
occasion  of  that  famous  debate. 
I  lived  in  this  log  cabin  for  sev- 
eral weeks  while  writing  my 
story  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  "The 
Journey  from  the  Log  Cabin  to 
the  White  Hou.se".  This  picture, 
I  am  confident,  will  be  an  ob- 
ject of  Interest  to  visitors  dur- 
ing the  anticipated  celebration." 

Has  -Many  Noted  Guests 
Beginning  with  Lincoln  and  Doug- 
las, many  famous  men  have  been 
guests  or  visitors  at  the  Brewster, 
including  General  Grant,  General 
John  A.  Logan,  "the  black  eagle  of 


Illinois";  Joseph  Medill,  founder  of 
the  Chicago  Tribune;  E.  B.  Wash- 
barne,  Robert  R.  Hitt,  congressman; 
General  Ben  Butler,  Robert  T.  Lin- 
coln, William  J.  McKinley,  before 
elected  president;  President  Rootje- 
velt,  Leonard  Sweet,  Bob  Ingersoll, 
William  J.  Bryan,  John  L.  Sullivan, 
Senator  Hiram  Johnson,  Robert  M. 
LaFollette,  Judge  K.  M.  Landis, 
Gov.  Len  Small  and  others.  Some 
years  ago  the  late  Senator  Willis  of 
Ohio  and  former  Governor  Brum- 
baugh of  Pennsylvania  were  guests 
there.  President  Roosevelt  called 
at  the  Brewster  when  here  in  1903. 
General  Grant  came  to  Freeport 
Oct.  14,  18SS,  to  visit  Gen.  Shaeffer. 
He  was  then  the  republican  candi- 
date for  president  and  remained  at 
the  Shaeffer  home  a  day  or  two.  He 
was  also  in  Freeport  after  he  was 
president. 

Famous  Women  .41so  Re<ralled 
It  is  probable  that  the  names  of  a 
considerable  number  of  noted  women 


could  be  added  to  thla  list  of  celeb- 
rities aesoclated  with  the  Brewster. 
In  her  delightful  book  "My  Life 
Storj',"  Mrs.  Amy  Davia  AVinship, 
who  grew  up  and  li\'ed  for  many 
years  in  the  vicinity  of  Cedarville, 
lells  of  visits  to  Freeport  In  early 
daye  of  such  famous  leaders  in  wo- 
men's movements  aa  Lucy  Stone, 
Mary  A.  Livermore,  Anna  Dickin- 
son, Su.san  B.  Anthony,  Tennessee 
Claflin  and  Frances  Willard.  She 
also  recalls  a  visit  and  lecture  by 
Emerson.  Some  of  these,  at  least, 
were  guests  at  the  Brewster.  Mrs. 
Winship  tells  of  taking  Susan  B.  An- 
thony on  a  muddy  drive  to  an 
o!d  friend  in  the  country  near  Free- 
port.  The  Claflin  sisters,  who  after- 
wardis  married  into  the  EngU.sh  no- 
bility, were  generally  regarded  WiLli 
abhorrence  here  because  of  their 
Vlief  in  spiritualism  and  their  ad- 
I'ocacy  of  personal  liberty,  yet  rose 
to  favor  and  distinction  in  England, 
while  Anna  Dickinson,  the  most 
popular  woman  speaker  of  her  time, 
was  soon  forgotten. 

All  Lincoln  associations  with  Free- 
port  cluster  about  the-.  Brewster, 
which  may  thus  fittingly  be  called 
a  Lincoln  shrine,  and  it  i*  expected 
that  many  thousands  s\-ill  visit  it 
during  the  71st  anniveri;ary  celebra- 
tion of  the  famed  Lincoln-Douglas 
debate. 


MANY  MOTOR  TOURISTS 
VISIT  LINCOLN  ROOM' 
AT  HISTORIC  BREWSTER 


Of  equal  interest  to  motor  tour- 
ists, passing  through  the  city,  are 
the  Lincoln-Douglas  debate  marker, 
established  by  the  Elder  William 
Brewster  cha;pter  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution,  and 
the  Lincoln  room  at  ths  Brewster 
house. 

Almost  daily,  throughout  the  sum- 
mer months,  visitors  are  shown  the 
room  occupied  by  Abraham  Lincoln 
when  a  guest  of  the  hostelry  in 
1858.  And  that  it  Is  considered  some- 
thing of  a  Lincoln  shrine  Is  appar- 
ent by  the  reverence  of  visitor*  who 
are  permitted  to  see  the  room  In 
which  the  interesting  mementoea  of 
the  great  emancipator  ar»  kept. 

The  close  proxlreilty  of  thft  marker 
and  the  Brewster  house  make  It 
poscible  for  motor  tourist*  to  visit 
both  spots  with  comparative  ease. 
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27  July  1931 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Founds ti on 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


My  dear  Dr.  Warren, 


We  have  "been  told  that  the  Rock  River 
Hotel,  a  two  story  hrick  building  in  Oregon,  Illinois  has  an 
interesting  association  with  Ahraham  Lincoln.  According 
to  Mr.  Kenneth  Corcoran  of  the  Rock  River  Hotel,  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  John  Wentworth  occupied  room  no.  4  in  this 
building  some  time  in  September,  18S5,  "when  they  delivered 
addresses  in  Oregon." 

We  have  been  \inable  to  find  any  thing 
in  our  library  to  confirm  this  statement.    Do  you  know  of 
any  such  visit  to  Oregon  and  whether  or  not  Lincoln  stopped 
at  this  hotel  ? 

We  should  appreciate  very  much  any 
information  you  may  give  us. 


Yours  sincerely, 

Eleanor  Conway, 
Library  Supervisor^. 


EC:ImS 


Seventy-fifth  year  of  public  service 


July  20.,  1931 


Uk  tmmmt  %o  your  laqsoiT^  about  tfat 
&d&r@«i  i^ia^i  iiae  d^vaxM      Abraisus  LizteoXn  la 
Qr^m*  tllimtmt  I  «o<Qld         you  to  tbe  Clilflaflg 
B«B£»cmti«  fT»m       A^i^st  22*  13S6  whit^  ^ve%  & 

MsocOb  oocasi^Ud  a  rofis  in  the  bot«X 
it  BUSt  ^.va  b«<8i  wmtelsr  for  eQttf^r«ao»  porpotes 
}m  arrived  %ham  i»  tli»  mr&im  ^  1^  in  th« 

I  hop^  tlxis  lill        yoa  ia  aolvtVK 

tilt  prolilfliii  1»0f9f«  t&tsu 


Freeport,  Illinois  Brewster  Hotel  to  be  razed 


FREEPORT'S  LINCOLN 

SHRINEJO  BEJAZEg^^ 

Lncoln  and  Douglas  stayed  the  day  of 
their  famous  debate  here  on  August  27, 
1858,  closed  tonight 

It  was  understood  that   the  loui 
sto:^  hrick  hotel  would  be  torn  down 
tn  mike  room  for  another  struciure. 
''^Ce  rc^m m  which  Lincoln  stayed 

^tfen'^he  if^S  n^hings^o? 

arrcSm  wilflifsold  at  auction  with 
the  other  hotel  furnishings.  The  hotel 
was  buUt  in  1857.    ^  ^  -  ^    _  ;  /  ^ 


Greenville,  111 


LINCOLN  "PUT  UP"  AT  THE 

FRANKLIN  HOUSE  IN  1858 


1        This    is   a    picture    of   the    old    Franklin    House    on    the    site  of 
!  present   Geo.    V.    Weise   store   where    Abraham    linnnln    lodq'^H  when 
came  to  Greenville  in  Seotemb'ir.  \'S->u, 


the 
he 


Edinburc-,  Illinois 
JnlY  Sixteenth 
19  5  7 


Dr.  Louis  A,  '-arccn 

The  Lincoln  l^ational  Life  Insurarice  Co, 
Fort  'vciyne ,  Indiana 

My  decir  Mr.  ^r'arren:- 

Please  find  enclosed  some  sna.pshots  of  the?  old  Lincoln  land- 
mark locat-  d  in  Edinhnrg  and  .?J_so  a  dfiScriDtivf!  sheet. 

I  hope  to  compile,  in  trie  very  ne.p.T  future?,   some  v.?.lua"ble 
inform:.tion  relating  to  the  Yisit-stions  of  Kr.  Lincoln  as 
told  to  me  by  the  t  -o  persons  referred  to  on  the  dat-  sheet. 
I  will  fom'/ard  the  accomplishments  upon  this  su"b,1ect  -■t  the 
earliest  r.ossible  dnte. 

Thanking  you  for  your  Intrest  on  this  raatter  I  h':-p:  to  remain 


Enc  5 


Sincerely  yours, 


E  .V/.P-enner 

Lincoln  Collector, 


Lincoln  In  Edinburi^;. 

Ids  ovmcrship  and  residence. 


Photo  IMura'ber  one 

Tiiis  picture  was  taken  vicwin^^  the  old  Hotel  from  the  north- 
east corner  and  chives  a  very  p:ood  view  of  the  huildir"-  as  <".. 
vrholf^.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  veranria  of  the  first  sr.orv 
and  the  balcony  of  the  second  story  extend  almost  the  entire 
length  of  three  sides. 

Photo  I'i umber  tv/o 

Th3s  -Dicture  shows  the  building  :-s  viewed  from  the  Southeast 
corner  ^-Ivlm  a  closer  view  of  the  structure  of  the  building 

^  further"  point  of  intrest  it  mav  be  well  to  mention  the 
fact  that  many,  if  not  -11,  of  the  cl-i^boord^'  of  the  s.i^ucture 
are  of  solid  walnut. 

Photo  three  and  four. 

These  photos  a:re  of  the  ori-dn  of  the  entire  structure ,  i  nas- 
much -s  the  portions  here  shown  were  the  first  to  be  built  and 
wrs'locntec  iiiDon  a  plot  some  distance  aw-y  from  tbe  present 
site,  now  knov/n  as  the  C^A.Wacker  nrop-rtv.  It  from  the; re  was 
moved  to  the  present  location  -nd  the  larger  nortion  of  the 
buildins  was  added  to  it. 


As  tradition  speaks  of  this  landmark  the  enlar^-ing  w^s  made 
to  fncilitatc  accomodation^'  for  those  t*o  travelled  bv  st-f?e- 
cosch  ;=^nd  by  horseback  or  other  modes  of  travel.  According 
to  the  statements  of  two  of  Edinburgh s  oldest  citizens , ^Mr. 
Lincoln  being  the  owner  of  the  said  nroperty,  took  lodamg 
in  this  building  many  times  vriiile  se^^ving  -s  an  Eighth 
Circuit  rider. 


Signed  in  testimony  this  Sixteenth  day 
of  Inly  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

One'  thousand  nine  hundred  tbirt^^  seven 

By,/"  ^ 

E.Vv.Renner 

Lincoln  Collector, 


July  21 »  1937 


Mr,  M»  W,  Igmaar 
Sdi!i3>urg,  Illinois 

My  daar  Mr.  ^mmnm 


"Mill  yoi  plsase  accapt  our  ver^r  sdacer?)  thanks  for 
the  iitterestiag;  photogmylis  wMeih,  yoii  ixa-^s  foi-wardsd  and  also 
ti'ie  desoripti^  i^et,  wrddi  thma  oxtroii-a^l;,-  interesting. 

We  mXl       Trery  ^fiad  iB^ed  to  Imm  aiiy  fuirtJier  Is- 
foTtmtim  «^icih  $;ou  aj«  al>l#      @atJaer  al^out  the  historic 
|>laca8« 


?9:2y  tmlyj^joj*. 


Chicago,  1^1^ 


Lincoln  Legend  Clings  to  Inn; 
Curious  Pla^ne  Mr.  Way 


farmhouse,  brought  his  wife  to  the 
tavern,  the  warmest  place  in  Ful- 
lersburg. 

Mr.  Way  Has  a  Business. 
Between  visits  from  historical  so- 
cieties, students  writing  Lincoln 
themes  and  Scouts  on  field  trips, 
Mr.  Way  cleans  old  rosewood  mir- 
rors, repairs  grandfather  clocks  and 
renovates  walnut  dressers. 

"No,  I  don't  mind  taking  a  little 
time  to  show  folks  around,"  said 
Mr.  Way,  returning  to  his  shop. 
"But  a  man  has  got  to  run  his  busi- 
ness." 

Living  with  a  Lincoln  legend  ob- 


"Is  this  where  Lincoln  really 
slept?  And  did  he  truly  touch  this 
door-knob?  Was  this  the  floor  he 
stood  on?" 

To  all  such  questions  the  laconic 
reply  of  John  O.  Way,  ov;^-'2r  of 
the  Castle  Inn  on  Ogden  avenue,  is 
simply:  "I  don't  know.  I  wasn't 
'round  here  then.'' 

But  a  legend  clings  to  the  old 
frame  building,  sometimes  called 
the  Lincoln  Tavern,  that  sets  below 
the  level  of  the  highway  on  the 
northeast  skirts  of  Hinsdale.  A  leg- 
end, that  for  all  its  possible  foun-   

dation  on  fact,  could  not,  if  it  were  vioilsly  has'its  drawbacks.' 
fiction,  be  dislodged  by  all  the  af- 
fidavits in  Christendom.  Abraham 
Lincoln  spent  the  night  there  in 
1858  and  gave  a  speech  in  the  ball- 
room on  the  second  floor,  regard- 
less of  what  the  scholars  may  say. 
Fables  Fine — Sometimes. 

Fables  are  fine,  says  Mr.  Way, 
restorer  of  antique  furniture,  but 
when  a  man  tries  to  conduct  a 
business  surrounded  by  one,  it  can 
become  a  nuisance.  He  wishes  to 
make  it  plain  that  he  is  not  the 
custodian  of  a  public  museum.  Each 
time  the  front  door  opens,  jangling 
the  sleigh  bells  above  the  sill,  it 
interrupts  his  work  on  a  100-year 
old  harpsichord. 

Once  a  woman's  club  drove  the 
15  miles  from  Chicago  to  visit  the 
Lincoln  "shrine."  Mr.  Way  believes 
that,  becoming  slightly  confused, 
they  thought  themselves  at  Salem, 
III.,  or  possibly  at  the  Pre-emption 
House  in  Naperville. 

"That  solemn  they  were  you'd 
have  thought  he  [Lincoln]  was 
stretched  out  in  the  next  room," 
says  Mr.  Way,  caressing  the  furni- 
ture in  mock  reverence. 

Mr.  Way  Knows  the  Answers. 

"Is  that  the  original  wall  paper?" 
runs  the  one  frequent  question. 

"I  hope  not,"  is  Mr.  Way's  stock 
reply  as  he  tries  politely  to  cut  the 
tour  short  so  he  can  get  back  to 
work. 

He  bought  the  Castle  Inn  two 
years  ago.  It  had  been  vacant  for 
12  years.  For  65  years  before  that 
one  family  had  owned  it,  operating 
a  tavern  during  most  of  that  pe- 
riod. The  house  register,  supposed 
to  have  borne  Lincoln's  signature, 
is,  unfortunately,  lost,  says  Mr. 
Way,  and  the  last  person  who  could 
have  witnessed  his  presence  here  is 
dead. 

Dance  Originator  Born  There. 

One  fact  firmly  established  about 
the  old  tavern  is  generally  over- 
looked by  the  sightseers.  It  was 
the  birthplace  of  Loie  Fuller,  origi- 
nator of  the  Flame  and  Serpent 
dances  which  thrilled  Paris  audi- 
ences at  the  Folies  Bergeres  be- 
fore 1900. 

She  who  became  the  close  friend 
of  Queen  Marie  of  Rumania  was 
born  January,  1870,  in  a  small 
downstairs  room.  Her  father,  be- 
cause it  was  bitter  cold  in  his  own 
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ILLINOIS  LINCOLN  HOTEL  DIRECTORY 


Abraham  Lincoln  and  Mary  Todd, 
immediately  after  their  marriage, 
went  to  live  in  Globe  Tavern  at  Spring- 
field which  might  be  called  their  first 
Springfield  residence,  and  in  this  hos- 
telery  their  first  child  was  born.  In 
preparing  to  leave  Springfield  for 
Washington  in  February  1861  the  Lin- 
colns  removed  to  the  Chenery  House 
and  this  hotel  became  their  last  Spring- 
field home.  Upon  arrival  in  Washing- 
ton the  family  secured  rooms  at  the 
Willard  Hotel  where  they  remained 
until  they  occupied  the  White  House. 

In  an  attempt  to  make  a  complete 
Hotel  Directory,  identifying  the  pub- 
lic boarding  houses,  taverns,  etc.,  where  , 
Lincoln  may  have  taken  at  least  one 
meal,  this  issue  of  the  bulletin  pre- 
sents a  partial  list  of  towns  in  Illinois 
where  Lincoln  visited,  and  the  known 
hotels  operating  in  the  towns  in  1860. 
The  editor  of  Lincoln  Lore  would  ap- 
preciate very  much  just  a  note  on  a 
postal  card  from  anyone  who  might 
give  the  name  of  a  hotel  patronized  by 
Lincoln  and  a  reference  to  where  the 
printed  information  about  the  visit  can 
be  found. 


Town 


Name  of  Hotel 


Albion 
AUentown 

Alton — Alton,  Franklin,  Piasa,  Wav- 
erly 

Amboy — Orient,  Post 
Anna 

Atlanta — ^Atlanta,  Layton,  Logan 

Augusta — ^Augusta 

Bath 

Beardstown — Farmer's  Exchange,  Na- 
tional, Virginia 

Belleville — Belleville,  Buena  Vista, 
City,  Farmers',  Farmers',  Franklin, 
National,  Eepublican,  St.  Clair, 
Thomas 

Bement 

Berlin 

Berry 

Blandensville 

Bloomington — Bronson,  Majors',  Mat- 
teson,  NiccoU's,  Phoenix,  Pike,  Wav- 
erly 

Buck  Grove 

Camden 

Canton — Clinton,  Mississippi 
Carlinville — America,  Queen 
Carmi 

Carrollton — Carrollton,  Mansion 
Carthage — Carthage,  Patterson 
Casey 

Centralia — Centralia,  Henry 

Champaign — Doane,  National,  Neil 

Charleston — Bunnell,  Misser 

Chicago — Adams,  American,  Atlantic, 
Briggs,  Burnett,  Cambridge,  Canal, 
Canal  Port  Avenue,  City,  Clifton, 
Clinton,  Colby,  Coston,  Commercial, 
Cottage  Grove,  Darrow,  Dearborn, 
Demsey,  Doty's  Downing,  Duncan, 
Eagle,  Farmers',  Farmers',  Fortuna, 
Fort  Wayne,  Foster,  Gage,  Garden, 


Gelis,  German,  Girard,  Granite 
State,  Hamilton,  Houlsby,  Lafay- 
ette, Lake  Shore,  Lake  Street,  Mas- 
sasoit.  Mason,  Matteson,  Meisure, 
Metropolitan,  Michigan  Southern, 
Miner's  Exchange,  Morley,  Myer's 
Orient,  Ostendorfs,  Phelps,  Powell, 
Revere,  Richmond,  Rio  Grande, 
Schall's,  Scharenberg,  Sherman,  Sol- 
litt,  Stanwix,  Steinbecher,  St.  Law- 
rence, Tear,  Tremont,  Twelfth 
Street,  Ulich's  Union  Park,  Union 
R,  R.,  Urman,  Vermont,  Washing- 
ton, Waverly,  Weinman 

Clinton — Barnett,  Carter 

Cotton  Hill 

Danville — McCormack 

Dead  Man's  Grove 

Decatur — ^American,  Central,  Harrell, 
Napoleon,  Oglesby,  Revere 

Dixon — American,  Nachusa,  Shab- 
bona,  Washington 

Edwardsville — Edwardsville,  Scott's 

Equality 

Evanston — Farmer's,  Reynolds,  Zen- 
der 

Eureka — Taylor,  City 
Farmington — American,  National 
Florence 

Fountain  Green — Fountain  Green 

Freeport — Brewster,  City,  Keystone, 
New  York,  Pennsylvania 

Galena — Broadway,  Bryne,  Burton's, 
City,  Commercial,  DeSota,  Missis- 
sippi, Roger's,  Tyler,  Washington 

Galesburg — Bancroft 

Grandview — Prairie,  Depot,  Gales- 
burg, Henshaw,  Kellogg,  Willard 

Greenup — Conzet,  Shipler 

Greenville 

Hanover 

Havana — City,  Havana,  Mason,  Walk- 
er 

Hennepin 
Henry 

Highland — Eagle,  Grapevine,  Han- 
over, Francis,  Napoleon,  New 
Switzerland,  Republic 

Hillsboro — Henry,  Lumbard,  Plant- 
ers' 

Jacksonville — ^Ayers',  Dunlap,  Man- 
sion 

Jamestown — J  amestown 

Joliet — American,  Central,  National, 

Pavillion,  Pennsylvania 
Jonesboro — Union,  Ury 
Kewanna 

Knoxville — Knoxville,  Hebard,  Cen- 
tral 

Lacon — American,  Marshall 
LaHarpe 

Langston's  Settlement 

LaSalle 

Lawrenceville 

Lerna 

Lewistown 

Lincoln — Foster,  Lincoln 

Lovington 

McCann's  Ford 

Macomb — Brown's,  Randolph 

Magnolia 

Marshall 


Matoon — Essex,  Pennsylvania 
Mechanisburg 

Mendota — Aiken,  Brown,  Clinton, 
Days,  Heywood  and  Reynolds,  Illin- 
ois Central,  Kurney,  National 

Metamore — Speers 

Middle  Lick  Creek 

Monmouth — Baldwin,  Warren 

Monticello — Musser,  Wengeniureth 

Morris — American,  Hopkins,  Prindle 

Mount  Auburn 

Mt.  Carmel 

Mt.  Pulaski — Shriver 

Mt.  Sterling 

Naples — Naples,  Scott 

Nelson 

Nelsonville 

New  Salem — Union 

Olney 

Oquawka 

Oregon — Moores,  House  S. 

Ottawa — Buell,  Central,  Everett,  Gei- 

ger.  Mansion 
Palestine 
Pappsville 
Paradise 

Paris — Deutshes  Gaust,  Paris,  Tre- 
mont 

Pekin — American,  Mansion,  Tazewell 

Peoria — Banner,  Buckeye,  Central, 
Farmers',  Franklin,  Fulton,  Lafay- 
ette, Liberty,  Peoria,  Railroad  Ex- 
change, Tremont,  Virginia,  Wash- 
ington, Western 

Petersburg — Menard,  North  American 

Pittsfield 

Polo 

Princeton — American,  Dayton,  Eagle, 
Prairie,  Union 

Prophetstown — Annis 

Quincy — American  Union,  American, 
Bohnet,  Broadway,  Hess,  Irving, 
Missouri,  Napoleon,  Pennsylvania, 
Quincy,  Tremont,  Virginia 

Richwoods  Settlement 

Rock  Island — Island  City,  Johnson's 
American,  Mansion,  Merchant's, 
Pennsylvania,  Rock  Island,  Union 

Rockford 

Rushville — Campbell,  Mansion 

Salem 

Salisbury 

Sangamon  Town 

Shelbyville — Gregory,  Hall,  Messer 
Springfield  —  American,  Chenery, 

Manning,  Maxcy,  Owen 
Sterling 

Sullivan — Eagle 
Taunton 
Taylorville 
Tolono 

Tremont — American 
Urbana — Champaign,    Gere,  Union, 
Urbana 

Vandalia — American,  Maddox 

Vermont — Kirkbride,  Shoffer 

Versailles 

Virginia 

Wapella 

Washington 

Waterloo 

Waukegan — ^Avery,  Dulanty,  Marsh 
Winchester 
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Dr.  LouiB  A.  Warren, 
Editor  "Lincoln  Lore»' 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Dear  Sir:-    i  can  add  the  names  of  thre«»  hn+*.i  o  -f  ..u 

in  your  Lincoln  Lore.     Lincoln  was  thf  It^ornev  o?  recently  listed 

in  a  law  suit  over  water  power  and  of Ln  v?f?f L  !  ^^^-'^^^  Hoyt  of  Aurora 

ITtT.loh: ''''''  ^^^'^'^^^  ^^^"^^^^^^^  XI 

Down  stepped  a  taXX  dark    man!  whose  ev^s  t^ni,  ?^^**  fxe-Snption  House, 
tetnered  oxen,  .en  la  >.oota"r:i^no^Lloroh\f^°:rLd°'d^r" 

tne  bar  where  sat  George  iaird.  pjSorleW  mf,^°°^^.^°  <i«sk  beyond 
mtry  book  forward,  Xowered  hll  ^  I-ai rdpueiied  the  reeJ^ 

Tiie  taxi  .am  signed.  .ritnooLf"^'  ^'  ^"'^  '-^"^^  ^ig"  here,  s'trlfger.. 

and  l.m  fuxx  up.    Got  a  nice  f  ion?  r^?m  'viL^5    ?°^«r*^^ing  market  here 
view  o.  any  doings  on  the  road.He"^.  '^°Ll's1haI-poI?^rtoMf^  ' 

jiet^ra^iS^rri^t'-'^hich^:?;!  t"s^?Lr?rih:°i^°%^-  ^    ^«  -  to 

of  years  to  X937.  ^  °^  ^^"^  inn  ringing  down  the  avenue 

doTr,''°^SL°dTsrdle°'ho^s^'2Sd°'?;i^M  the  stairs  had  sneaLed  out  the  back 
LlnooXniae^  at  Pre-EmptiorLus^     ttt^        to  telx  foXks  that  Abrahm 

^.^^  mh  ft  one  .an  in  the  orSwd'^oo^^Io^'^if wJ^^f?^""^' 

Cordially  yours,    ^  , 


Historical  Editor, 
439  Downer  Place. 


Octol>er  13, 


Mr,  Charlae  Pi«r6«  Burton 

439  Dofwnor  i*lac» 
Aprora,  111, 

1^  deer  Mr,  Burtoas 

mj  1  sxprtsfl  to  you  isy  8inc»x>o  thanks  for  your  l«ttor 
vith  rof«reiaee  to  I*ineola*g  vlclt  at  Aurora.    It  will  help  vtM 
tvmmiimaJj  in  cheeking  off  two  or  three  points  nhioh  ve  irere 
aaxloas  to  estahUeh  and  other  reactions  toimrd  thie  copy  of 
Llnoolxi  Lore  asklag  for  aeaietance  Indioataa  ve  are  going  to* 
Imild  up  a  Tery  helpful  file  on  this  suh ject. 

ThanMflig  you  again  for  jmr  interest,  I  am 

Very  truly  yours. 


I        ■■  •  Ll~ncoln  and  the  Hotels 

TT           P^r^r^in     Til. — East ,  A-braham 
Clinton  House,  Peoria,  '^-^  ^ '  

Peoria  House,  Peoria,  Ill.-lMd.  ,31,.'^?. 

Lincoln  Dr^obably  n topped  at  the  P^^-^^^^^, 
^-^ouse  as  the  Peoria  House  earlier  vc.. 
hut  I  have  no  proof. 

Regards, 

Ernest  East 

Probably  the  Day  by  Days  will  give  Information 
on  Lincoln. hotels 


Ootobor  16,  19^2 


Mr.  Smeet  Eaflt 
1112  ProBpect  Rd., 
Peoria,  IllinolB 

Deer  lb*.  laaU 

Thanke  very  rauoh  for  your  Infonaatlon  about  the 
Clinton  louee  and  alao  about  the  Planters  House.    We  will  follow 
through  on  that  lead. 

Tery  truly  youre, 


Director 


^      THE  COLLECTOR'S  GUIDE  COMBINED  WITH 

The  rare  rook  speculator 


A  (Quarterly  SerTice  devoted  to  the  money-male Ing 
side  of  rare  book  collecting  and  selling.  $2 
yearly, Published  by  James  Madison,P.O.Box  124, 
Grand  Central  Annex, New  York 


October  16,  19U2 


Mr.  Jaawt  Itedlson 

The  Itare  locls:  Speoulator 
P.O.  Box.  J2k 

Grand  Central  Annex^  Ifev  York 

My  derr  Mr.  Madleons 

A  great  many  of  the  hotels  Abraham  Lincoln  Tie 1 ted 
vhlle  trayelllng  the  circuit  In  Illinois  and  some  of  the  tripe 
vhlch  he  made  throughout  the  country  are  atlll  standing  and 
ere  loarked  by  bronze    tablets,    A  copy  of  Lincoln  Lore  for 
Siiptember  28  vas  an  attempt  to  niake  the  list  rather  exhaustive 
and  gather  Information  about  places  that  may  have  mleeed  us. 

I  think  possibly  that  vhen  our  Investl^tlon  Is  ccoplete 
ve  may  publish  a  list  of  the  hotels  Lincoln  visited  giving 
Information  as  ta  Tcfii3thgror  not  they  are  standing  or  whether  or 
not  eama  bronze  tablet  marks  the  place  vhere  they  originally 
stood. 

Very  truly  yours, 


lAVtlB 


Director 


It's        Keeping  With  the  Times  to  Have  Your 

TITANKSGIVING 
NNER 

the  Famous  Old  Hotel  Where~~^i 
Abraham  Lincoln  Stayed  jf\ 


srrcTTL  thanksgiving  menu 

Including 

TURKEY  •  DUCK  •  GOOSE  C  AA 
SQUAB  •  STEAKS  •  ETC.  V  |.|||| 

Complete  With  Appetizers. 
Soup,    Click  tail,    Vegtta^ble^i,  Deflsert 

uiid    Ufveniges  for  

Half  Portions  Serred  to  Children 


MUSIC    ^'^'^^^    Sunday    Afternoon  & 


liivery    Nit«    Lxccpl  JVluiiduy 


Featuring 


ROMEOS 

CjlCT    TPflyS'^i^s  f*"'  Eilhfr 
CMJI     I  nU  l_^|g|,wjy      15  or 
fily  ITUiilT  A  "iJTrcct  to  Eait  Troy. 
Vou  Can't  Miss  It.         V  A  /  •  ^ 

VV  I  s , 


Cobblestone  Hotel 


Illinois  Lincoln  Hotel  Directory 


Clinton  House"?!,  Peoria,  Illinois.   Fe'b.   10,  1840.   Lincoln  attended 
and  spoke  at  a  'fnig  Festival  wliich  closed  with  n  dinner  at  the 
Clinton  House.  Peoria  Register  and  No rth-'?e stern  'Gazetteer,  Fe'o.  15, 
1840;  ilest,  Abraham  Lincoln  Sees  Peoria,  p.  3.     Clinton  "ms  the 
leading  hotel  in  i'eoria  in  1840.  Picture  on  page  4,  East.  Peoria 
in  1840  had  a  population  of  only  1467.  Other  hotels  were  very  S'-'all 
end  few  in  nuiTiber.  There  is  no  proof  thc.t  Lincoln  remained  at  the 
Clinton  for  the  night  'but  I  think  it  most  likely, 

Peoria  House,  Peoria,  Illinois,  March  27Cj],  1857.  Evidently  en 
route.  Picture  on  page  6,  East. 

Peoria  House,  Peoria,  Illinois.  October  5,  1858.  Peoria  Daily  Trans- 
cript, Oct.   7,  1858.  Charles  ?I.  Deane,  proprietor,   Peoria  House, 
in  Peoria  Daily  Trgnscript,   Sept.  l,1874j  p,  33,  East. 


T  think  it  likely  that  Lincoln  Iddged  st  the  Peoria  House  on 
several  other  visits  to  Peoria. 


Ernest  ii.  East, 
Springfield,  Illinois, 
February  24,  1953 
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Hinsdale  Inn  To  Be  Destroyed;  Reportedly  Sheltered  Lincoln 

I  fflUV*  V#I  W  #  reproduction  of  the  inn  on  an- 1  played  an  important  role 


By  Robert  Kelly 

Tf  you  had  been  sore  and 
hungry  traveler  in  1836,  you 
would  have  welcomed  the  sight 
of  the  spanking  new  Caslle  Inn. 

Built  on  what  is  now  Ogden 
Av.,  east  of  York  Pd.,  in  the 
village  of  Hinsdale,  the  inn  was 
a  full  day's  journey  from  Chi- 
cago over  the  17  miles  of  the 
old  Southwest  Hijiiway. 

During  the  ISOOs.  settlers 
and  travelers  by  the  thousands 
rested  and  ulc  there.  Among 
them  reportedly  was  Abraham 
Lincoln,  after  when  the  build- 
ing has  been  culled  the  Lincoln 
Inn  for  several  generations. 
The  inn  also  provivled  the  first 
classrooms  and  government  of- 
fice space  for  the  area  then 
known  as  FuUers'mrg. 

Now  a  half-hour  drive  from 
the  Loop,  the  1 2.';-year-old  inn 
is  rotting  away  and  will  soon 
be  torn  down.  A  few  Hinsdale 
residents  have  been  unable  in 
the  last  nine  months  to  raise 


Hinsdale's  Old  Castle  Inn,  harbor  for  travelers  of  a  day  gone  by,  soon  will  be  torn  down. 
(Sun-Times  Photo) 


funds  to  relocate  and  restore 
the  building. 

.  Norman  F.  Clark:  of  5760 


S.  Jackson,  head  of  the  informal 
effort,  said  his  group  was 
cheered,  however,  by  the  inter- 


est  in  the  inn's  historical  value 
shown  by  the  present  owner, 
Robert  Hennebry,  a  La  Grange 
auto  dealer. 

Clarke  said  Hennebry  had 
promised  the  group  48  hours 
before  demolition  starts  in 
which  they  can  remove  any  fix 
tures,  doors  and  windows. 
Clarke,  first  vice  president  of 
the  Du  Page  County  Historical 
.Society,  said  detailed  floor  plans 
are  available  for  the  possible 


reproduction  of  the  inn  on  an 
other  site,  using  many  of  the 
original  pieces.  ' 
Cost  Put  At  $80,000  ' 
"Engineers  estimated  it  v/ould 
cost  $80,000  to  dismantle  the 
inn,  build  a  concrete  floor  and 
reconstruct  it,"  Clarke  said. 
"We  approached  everyone  we 
could  think  of  but  I  guess  it 
was  like  the  Garrick  Theater 
in  Chicago.  Everyone  s,ays  it's 
a  shame  to  tear  down  historical 
buildings  but,  in  the  end,  noth- 
ing can  be  done  to  save  them." 

The  inn  is  located  a  few  hun- 
dred yards  southeast  of  the 
the  Grau  Mill  Museum,  in  the 
Fullersburg  Preserve  on  York 
Rd.,  the  area's  most  famous 
landmark.  A  two-story  structure  I 
built  of  clapboards  instead  ofj 
the  usual  rough-hewn  logs,  the 
inn  has  been  vacant  several j 
years.  It  was  last  used  as  an 
antique  shop.  j 
Hugh  C.  Dugan  of  728  S. 
Washington,  Hinsdale,  the 
area's  historian,  said  the  inn 


played  an  important  role  from 
'the  start  by  serving  settlers  who 
stayed  there  a  few  weeks  uhilc 
buying  farm  land.  Later.  Dugan 
said,  the  first  post  office  and 
ithe  first  classrooms  were  lo- 
cated in  the  inn. 
I  LiacolD  Recalled 

I  Dugan,  president  of  the  his- 
itorical  society,  said  old-time 
residents  had'  recalled  seeing 
I  Lincoln  at  the  inn.  John  Wcnt- 
i  worth.  Chicago's  second  mayor, 
I  Dugan  added,  wrote  a  letter  in 
1836  mentioning  his  stay  there. 

"Later  on,  the  inn  served 
both  as  a  recruiting  center  dur- 
ing the  Civil  War  and  an  under- 
ground railroad  stop-over  for 
escaping  slaves,"  be  added. 
"Town  councils  met  in  the  inn," 


Dugan  said,  "and  the  building 
was  used  as  an  inn  until  the 
early  1900s." 

Clarke  said  the  sagging  struc- 
ture apparently  is  in  its  original 
form  except  for  some  restora- 
tion work  performed  by  the  Civ- 
I  ilian  Conservation  Corps  during 
i  the  1930s. 


Chicago  Daily  News 
Chicago,  Tllinois 
I 'arch '16,  1963 


STATE  OUT  TO  LURE  TOURISTS 


ki-.  -  lA'  '  j 


Lincoln  Slept  Here 


INDIANAPOLIS,  IND.  —  "li  is  noi  enough  10 
say  of  a  town  that  Washington  or  Lincoln  slept 
there. 

"We  iJiust  be  able  to  say  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I'ourist  slept 
there  and  enjoyed  it." 


So  spoke  Gov.  Otto  Kerner 
as  he  urged  co-operation  be- 
tween Indiana,  Kentucky  and 
llJinois  in  developing  tourist 
facilities  md  attractions  along 
the  Lincoi'n  Trail  through  the 
three  states. 

The  governor  said  Illinois 
plans  to  improve  Lincoln  Trail 
highlights  at  Decatur,  Spring- 
field, Vandalia,  Lincoln  and 
New  Salem. 

New  Salem  is  presently  be- 
ing stocked  with  animals  com- 
mon to  Lincoln's  time;  planted 
with  crops  and  herbs  growing 
there  in  the  1830s.  The  village 
store  now  sells  items  in  use 
at  that  time. 


THE  STATb  also  plans  to 
restore  the  old  state  house  al 
Vandalia  and  the  old  Capitol 
in  Springfield. 

"We  have  recently  inaugu- 
rated a  new  system  of  big- 
ger and  better  state  historical 
highw^ay  markers  which  will 
include  many  locations  on  the 
Lincoln  Trail,"  Kerner  said. 

But  he  added,  "If  we  want 
tourists  to  come  and  stay  in 
Lincoln  Land,,  we  must  be 
sure  that  ther«  are  good  ac- 
commodations'and  a  hospita- 
ble atmosphere  in  those  places 
where  we  would  like  them  to 
stay." 

There  are  stiii  nunieruus 
buildings  and  locations  in  the 


»lule  associated  with  Lincoln 
that  are  iininarked.  Included 
are  sonic  of  the  sile^  of  Liu- 
i-oln  -  Douj^las  debates,  and 
niaii>  places  that  were  impor- 
tant in  Lincoln's  early  career. 

Kerner  emphasized,  howev- 
ei',  that  one  stale  cannot  re- 
vive the  Lincoln  Trail  by  itself, 
fie  said  all  three  stales  must 
do  It  and  they  must  be  aided 
by  local  governments  and  pri- 
vate industry. 


The  AMA  News 
September  16,  1963 


\ 


Physician  Restores  Historic  Hostel 


Clayville  lun 


A young  and  beardless  Abraham 
Lincoln  often  enjoyed  the  warmth 
of  the  wide  hearth  in  the  "keeping" 
room  at  Clayville  inn,  about  12  miles 
northwest  of  Springfield,  111. 

The  old  wayside  inn,  built  in  1834, 
will  soon  appear  mucii  as  it  did  in 
Lincoln's  day.  A  Si)ringfield  internist 
and  his  wife,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Emmet  F. 
Pearson,  are  restoring  the  historic 
building  which  they  bought  three 
years  ago. 

Whig  Meeting  Place:  One  mile  east 
of  the  small,  neat  town  of  Pleasant 
Plains,  Clayville  inn  is  a  two-story, 
red  brick  building  which  was  said  to 
be  a  favorite  meeting  place  for  Whig 
party  members  in  the  1840s.  When 
the  railroad  came  through  in  the 
early  1950s,  the  decline  of  the  stage- 
coach inn-tavern  began. 

During  most  of  the  intervening 
years,  there  was  someone  living  in 
the  Clayville  inn  building,  but  imme- 
diately prior  to  its  purchase  by  the 
Pearsons  the  upper  floor  was  used  for 
storing  hay.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Pearson 
bought  the  property  from  the  estate 
of  Frederick  Fink,  MD,  Pleasant 
Plains,  who  had  owned  it  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  before  his  death. 

MDs  To  Meet  at  Inn:  The  Illinois 
section  of  the  American  College  of 
Physicians  will  visit  Clayville  inn  dur- 
ing a  September  meeting  in  Spring- 
field. This  will  be  the  first  major 
group  at  the  inn  since  its  complete 
restoration,  but  several  years  ago 
more  than  2,000  persons  visited  it 
during  an  open  house  held  by  the 
Sangamon  County  Historical  Society. 

Dr.  Pearson's  plans  for  Clayville 
inn  are  not  complete,  but  it  probably 
will  be  open  to  the  public  at  certain 
times  for  an  admission  charge.  It  is 
also  planned  as  a  meeting  place  for 
clubs  and  groups.  If  food  is  served  at 
the  inn,  it  may  be  something  appro- 
priate, such  as  "Brunswick  stew,"  Dr. 
Pearson  said. 

Clayville  inn  is  about  12  miles 
southwest  "as  the  crow  flies"  from 
the  nationally  known  Lincoln  village 
of  New  Salem,  which  has  been  recon- 
structed in  an  Illinois  state  park.  The 
old  inn  is  situated  on  Highway  125 
(the   Beardstown    Road),   a  route 


which  was  widely  used  in  Lincoln's 
years  in  New  Salem. 

Lincoln  Spun  Yarns:  It  is  known  from 
local  lore  that  Lincoln,  then  a  young 
storekeeper  and  budding  lawyer, 
spun  many  a  yarn  to  friends  and 
stagecoach  passengers  relaxing  in 
chairs  before  a  fireplace  in  Clayville 
tavern,  named  after  Henry  Clay. 

It  is  possible,  although  not  authen- 
ticated, that  Lincoln  and  the  "Little 
Giant,"  Stephen  Douglas,  conferred 
at  Clayville  inn  about  arrangements 
for  at  least  one  of  their  famous  de- 
bates. It  is  known  that  both  stopped 
there  during  this  period. 

Bricks  for  walls  of  the  inn  were 
fired  in  kilns  only  a  few  hundred 
yards  away  from  the  building.  The 
woodwork  is  of  native  walnut  and 
the  floors  are  of  oak.  On  the  first 
floor  are  a  banquet  room  ( originally 
two  rooms,  parlor  and  family  room), 
the  "keeping"  room  and  the  kitchen. 
The  restored  second  floor  has  a  small 
ballroom,  two  bedrooms  (one  with  a 
19th  century  rope  bed)  and  a  low- 
roofed  room  where  the  stagecoach 
drivers  slept. 

Wooden  pegs  hold  together  rafters 
and  joints.  As  a  concession  to  modern 
comfort.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Pearson  have 
installed  a  heating  and  air-condition- 
ing plant,  but  its  presence  is  hidden 
to  preserve  the  inn's  air  of  antiquity. 

Historical  Items:  There  are  many 


items  of  historic  interest.  An  "oaken 
bucket"  well,  with  water  still  sweet 
and  good,  is  under  an  overhang  porch. 
The  roof  has  been  restored  with  hand- 
split  shakes.  A  turning  spit,  wheel 
and  chain  operated,  hangs  by  the 
kitchen  fireplace,  and  the  Pearsons 
recently  cooked  a  chicken  on  it.  The 
oven  at  the  side  of  this  fireplace  is 
workable,  and  bread  has  been  baked 
there. 

Rules  of  the  tavern  on  the  wall, 
while  not  from  original  Clayville  inn, 
contains  an  admonition  which  "very 
well  could  have  applied  here,"  said 
Dr.  Pearson.  It  says  that  "No  more 
than  five  men  to  a  bed"  will  be  al- 
lowed. Actually,  in  its  earliest  days. 
Dr.  Pearson  said,  the  men  travelers 
mainly  slept  on  the  floor.  The  beds 
were  for  the  "womenfolk." 

Besides  restoring  Clayville  tavern, 
Dr.  Pearson  has  undertaken  another 
task  which  dips  into  history.  He  is 
seeking,  as  chairman  of  an  Illinois 
State  Medical  Society  committee,  to 
collect  medical  memorabilia,  litera- 
ture and  instruments  of  pioneer  19th 
century.  This  will  be  displayed  in  a 
museum  in  Sangamon  County  court- 
house, the  former  state  capitol  where 
Lincoln  served  in  the  legislature. 
Physicians  or  their  families  who  will 
donate  such  items  may  write  to  Dr. 
Pearson  at  701  N.  Walnut  St.,  Spring- 
field. 


Painfing  Revives  Interest  in 
Warnick  Inn  qLLlD,Q9lcLDays 


One  of  central  Iliinois'  least 
known  relics  of  the  days  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  is  the  old  Warnfclf  inn 
elght^miles'west  of  town  on  the  Mt. 
Auburn  road. 

'This  is  the  place  where  tradition 
says  Lincoln  stayed  when  he  froze 
his  feet,  to  be  riursed  by  the  War- 
niclis  and  mo^t  partciularly  by  their 
pretty  daughter  Polly. 

Other  historians  contend  the  inn 
wasn't  even  built  in  1833  lyheij^Lin- 
coln  left  these  parts,  and,  therefore, 
he  must  have  stayed  across  the  road 
in  the  Hudelson  log  cabin  home. 

Whereupon  the  Warnick  defend- 
ers say  he  didn't  freeze  his  feet 
while  living  in  Macon  county,  but 
after  he  left  here  and  was  practis- 
ing law  in  the  Springfield  area,  and 
riding  circuit  to  Decatur.  Both  fac- 
tions say  he  suffered  the  mishap 
when  crossing  the  Sangamon,  and 
the  Warnick  faction  says  you  don't 
cross  the  river  when  going  to  the 
inn  from  Decatur,  but  do  cross  it 
and  wind  through  the  bottomlands 
in  coming  from  the  direction  of 
Springfield. 

Whoever  is  right,  the  original 
Warnick  inn  still  stands,  and  dates 
back  to  Lincoln's  time. 

It  beron'gs~t"oTS[rr'^d  Mrs.  Troy 
Weatherford  now.  Mr.  Weather- 
I  ford's  mother  was  a  member  of  the 
i  Hudelson  family,  and  Mrs.  Weath- 
ford's  grandfather  was  old  Major 
William  Warnick,  first  sheriff  of 
Macon  county,  who  built  jyie  inn 
and  ran  it  for  years. 

The  original  logs  are  still  there, 
covered  over  on  the  outside  with 
weatherboarding  that  still  lets  an 
occasional  log  peek  through,  and 
on  the  inside  with  a  light  coating  of 
plaster.  The  plaster  is  pried  off  up- 
stairs to  show  the  logs. 
.  A  four-room  addition  was  built  on 
the  inn  some  years  ago,  and  this  is 
I  in  good  condition  and  occupied  by  a 
tenant  family.  The  original  inn  is 
used  only  for  storage,  as  it  is  in  very 
bad  condition. 

It  is  handsomely  painted  outpide 
with  a  new  coat  of  white  paint  that 
it  took  Mr.  Weatherford  almost  a 
year  to  get  in  wartime,  and  the  old 
boards  soaked  up  many  coats.  The 
gleaming  paint  shows  up  the  beauty 
of  the  old  building,  which  has  a 
long,  low  porch  running  the  length 
of  the  front,  with  three  doors  open- 
ing out  upon  it,  and  three  dormer 
windows  balancing  them  above. 
Architectural  lines  of  the  inn  are 
pure  and  extremely  good,  and  it 
makes  a  handsome  white  building 
under  its  big  trees  on  the  Illinois 
farm  landscape. 

Has  Restored  Porch 
Inside  it  isn't  so  handsome.  .Joists 
have  rotted  and  some  of  the  floor- 


ing has  fallen  in.  The  plaster  is  in 
bad  condition.  The  porch  was  just 
as  bad  until  Mr.  Weatherford  re- 
stored i<. 

The  Weatherfords  hope  that  the 
state  will  buy  and  preserve  the  old 
inn  with  alJ  its  traditions  of  early 
Macon  county  history,  before  it  falls 
apart  completely.  It  hardly  seems  a 
job  for  a  private  family  to  under- 
take, as  there  would  be  the  matter 
of  upkeep  as  a  public  place  after  it 
was  restored. 

The  alternative  to  having  the  state 
buy  it,  seems  to  be  to  tear  it  down. 
There  have  been  various  move- 
ments to  urge  the  state  to  buy,  but 
they  were  only  half-hearted  and  aU 
died  away  eventually. 

Out  in  a  field  back  of  the  inn  is 
a  small  burial  plot  where  Major 
Warnick  and  other  members  of  the 
Warnick  and  Hudelson  families  lie  i 
buried.    This  plot  has  been  deeded 


to  Blue  Mound  township  and  is  as- 
sured of  preservation  and  care. 

The  old  inn  is  in  the  public  mind 
again  today  because  of  Lincoln's 
birthday  anniversary  Tjn—TtfesdayT 
and'  the  fact  that 'one  Of  the  Barn 
Colony  paintings  now  on  the  walls 
of  the  Art  Center  is  of  the  Warnick 
Inn  as  the  artist,  Marguerite  Threl- 
fall,  imagines  it  may  have  looked  in 
Lincoln's  day.  She  calls  it  "Abe  Lin- 
Coin  ~ 'SI  epT  "Here."  It  tooir"secon"a 
pi-Tze  'in  tlie  landscape  group. 


WARNICK  INN  OF  LINCOLN'S JIME  AS  ARTIST  AND  CAMERA  SEE  IT 


5, 


_"Abe  Lincoln  Slept  Here,"  by 
Marguerite  Threlfall,  took  sec- 
ond prize  in  oil  in.  the  land- 
scape group  of  the"  Barn  Col- 


ony art  exhibit,  now  on  the 
walls  oi  the  Art  Center.  It  is  a 
painting  of  the  old  Warnick 
Inn  eight  miles  west  of  Deca- 


tur on  the  Mt.  Auburn  roaa, 
where,  tradition  says,  Abraham 
Lincoln  stayed  for  some'weelcs 
'Whefi  he  froze  Tiis  feet. 


This  is  the  way  the  Warnick 
Inn  looks  today,  its  handsome 
architectural  lines  emphasized 
by  a  fresh  coat  of  whi^e  paint. 


Only  the  four-room  aaauinn  on 
the  west  is  habitable,  however, 
as  the  inside  of  the  original  inn 
is  badly  in  need  of  restoration. 


County  historians  hope  that 
some  day  the  state  will  take  it 
over,  as  one  of  the  few  his- 
toric originals  in  the  county. 


READ  B.  Harding 

COLONEL     USAF  RETIRED 
POST  OFFICE  DRAWER  NO.  191, 

ARCADIA,  FLORIDA,      3  )o21 
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October  20,  1963 


Dr.  R,  Gerald  McMurtry, 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

Fort  IVayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry, 


Thank  you  for  your  letter 

of  October  ITth. 

Believinrr  you  to  be  interested  in  anything 
true  or  false  about  Ab±ahani  Lincoln,  I  mu  enclosing 
a  reproduction  of  an  interesting  clipping  taken 
from'  the  American  Medical  Association  Nj^I^S,  for 
your  files, 

I  have  been  unable  to  verify  that  Abraham 
Lincoln  visited  the  Clayville  Inn  or  Pleasant 
Plains,  both  of  which  are  n©ted  in  the  Clipping. 

Would  you  have  anytliing  to  say  about  the 
possibility  of  either  event? 


Inclosure, 


Sincerely, 


?N.e?d  B,  Harding 


THI 


mm] 


publiaKad  by  The  AMERICAN  MEOICAL  ASSOCIATION 


Physician  Restores  Historic  Hoste 


\ young  «nd  beardless  Abraham 
Ltncoln  oftt-n  enjoyed  the  warmth 
of  the  wide  hearth  in  the  keeping*' 
rrwrn  at  Clayville  inn,  about  12  nulos 
.•rthwfest  ui  Spnnsfiild.  ill 

The  old  wayside  inn,  built  in  1834, 
will  soon  appear  mueh  as  it  did  in 
I  incoln's.fliy  A  Springfield  internist 
my  kw  wife,  Dr  and  Mrs.  Emmet  F 
He'arson,  are  restoring  the  historic 
ijuilding  which  they  bought  three 
years  ago. 

WMf  MMting  Placa:  One  mile  east 
of  the  small,  neat  town  of  Pleasant 
I'lains,  Clayville  inn  is  a  two-story, 
red  brick  building  which  was  said  to 
be  a  favorite  meeting  place  for  VMiig 
party  members' in  the  1840s  When 
the  railroad  cam**  through  in  the 
early  19508,  the  decbne  of  the  stable- 
coach  inn-tavern  began 

During  most  of  the  ini*»rvening 
years,  there  was  someone  living  in 
ttit  I  ma  building,  but  Pr-^ 

diat<  to  Its  purchase  b- 

Pearsons  the  upper  flo<jr  wa* 
storing  hay    Dr.  and  Mrs 
bought  the  property  from  i; 
of    Frederick    Finic,    MU.  i 
Plains,  who  had  owned  it  for  a  num 
ber  of  years  b«;fore  his  death. 

MOt  T*  MMt  At  Irm:  Th«  lllinoi 
section  of  the  American  College  ot 
Physicians  will  vuil  Clayville  inn  dur- 
ing a  September  meeting  in  Spring- 
field Thte  will  b«  the  first  major 
group  at  the  inn  since  its  complete 
restOMtion,  but  several  years  ago 
more  than  2,000  persons  vi&iled  it 
during  an  open  hoi  'd  by  the 
Sangamon  County  L  1  Society 

Dr  Pearson  s  plans  loi  Clayville 
inn  are  not  complete,  but  it  probably 
will  be  open  to  the  public  at  certain 
timet  (or  an  admiss'  n  >  ^arge  It  is 
alio  planned  as  a  i  place  for 

clubi  and  groups  If  i  >uu  u  served  at 
the  Uw.  It  may  be  something  appro- 
priate, such  as   Brunswick  stew."  Dr 
Pearson  said 
Clayville  inn  is  about   12  miles 


the 

of  N<  V.  ; 
.«tructe<l  in 
Id  inn  m 
I 'he  Bear 


tho  'rnw    Riop"  fmv^ 


ille  Inn 


which  was  widely  used  in  Lincoln's 
years  in  New  Salem. 

Lincoln  Spun  Yarns:  It  is  known  from 
I  lore  that  Lincoln,  then  a  young 
keeper    and    budding  lawyer, 
;  many  a  yarn  to  friends  and 
i(*h    passengers    relaxing  in 
..fore  a  firepl.ire  In  Clayville 
tavern,  named  af  iry  Clay. 

It  u  possible,  I  not  authen- 

Ljd,  tliat  Lincoln  and  the  "Little 
uiant."  Stephen  Douglas,  conferred 
at  ClayMlle  inn  about  arrangements 
for  at  least  one  of  their  famous  de- 
bates it  is  kaown  that  both  stopped 
there  during  this  period. 

Bricks  for  walls  of  the  inn  were 
fired  in  kilns  only  a  few  hundred 
yards  away  from  the  building.  The 
woodwork  is  of  native  walnut  and 
the  floors  are  of  oak  On  the  first 
fl(X)r  are  a  banquet  room  ( originally 
two  rooms,  parlor  and  family  room ). 
the  keeping"  room  and  the  kitchen. 
The  restored  secoAd  floor  hM  a  small 
ballroom,  two  bedrooms  ( one  ♦ith  a 
19th  century  rope  bod)  and  a  low- 
roofed  room  where  the  stagecoach 
drivers  slept. 

Wooden  pegs  hold  together  rafters 
,-inf1  ioints.  As  a  concession  to  modem 
Dr.  and  Mrs  Pearson 


.   .  ;  -.14. 

e  are 


Items  of  historic  interest.  An  "on 
bucket"  well,  with  water  still  su 
and  good,  is  under  an  overhang  po 
The  roof  has  been  restored  with  b 
split  shakes.  A  turning  spit,  wi  • 
and  chain  operated,  hangs  by  th* 
kitchen  fireplace,  and  the  Pearson  > 
recently  cooked  a  chicken  on  it.  Tli 
oven  at  the  side  of  this  fireplace  ; 
workable,  and  bread  has  been  bake 
there. 

Rules  of  the  tavern  on  the  wall 
while  not  from  original  Clayviib' 
contains  an  admonition  which  \ 
well  could  havo  ifplied  bore."  sai 
Dr  Pemraon.  It  Mys  that  "No  mor 
than  five  men  to  a  bed"  will  be  a 
lowed   Actually .  in  iU  earliest  d 
Dr.  Pearson  said,  the  men  travi 
mainly  slept  on  Iho  floor.  The  beO 
were  for  the  "womenfolk." 

Beside*  restoring  CUyrUle  ta 
Dr.  Paenon  hM  UBdertakon  anoui 
task  wfcieli  dipt  IMo  Mrtory.  He  i 
sMking,  M  ikili  woo  of  an  Illinou> 
SUte  Modteol  i0dlty  committee,  to 
collect  Mdlcal  ■omoraWlia,  Utera- 
ture  and  taMMMnti  of  ptooeer  luth 
century.  Thia  wlH  bl  diipUyed  in  a 
mueeuffl  in  Sengamoa  County  conn 
hottse,  the  fornoer  itate  capitol  v 
ved  in  tbe  ler 
<  their  temllles 
lis  may  write  > 
N.  Walnut  St , 


ILLINOIS  STATE  HISTORICAL  LIBRARY 
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CENTENNIAL  BUILDING 


October  31,  1963 


SPRINGFIELD,  ILLINOIS 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Gerald: 

We  have  spent  a  lot  of  time  with  Dr.  Pearson  and  his 
Clayville  Inn  problem.     This  is  a  very  interesting  old 
house.     Unfortunately  years  ago  the  DAR  or  somebody  erect- 
ed a  marker  in  the  yard  calling  it  the  Clayville  Inn  and 
stating  Lincoln  and  Douglas  stayed  there. 

We  have  a  lot  of  information  on  the  Broadwell  family 
who  built  it  and  about  the  house  but  nothing  to  show  it 
was  ever  an  inn,  tavern  or  hotel. 

Dr.  Pearson  "restored"  the  building  to  fit  his  idea 
of  a  tavern.     It  nearly  gave  Dick  Hagen  heart  failure. 
It's  a  Better  Homes  and  Gardens  type  of  restoration. 

If  you  can  set  him  straight  it  would  be  a  great  favor 
to  us  as  he  is  most  persistent  to  get  just  the  information 
that  fits  his  needs . 


NHWTON  C.  FAUR 
RAYMOND  N.  DOOLEY 
CLARENCE  P.  MC  CLELLAND 
trustees 

CLYDE  C.  WALTON 
Slate  Wstorian 

MARGARET  A.  FLINT 
Jssistani  State  Wstoriaii 

HOWARD  F.  KISSLl-K 


Sincerely  yours. 


James  T.  Hie  key 

Curator,  Lincoln  Collection 


ICS 


Novenber  5»  1963 


Read  B«  Harding 
Colonel  USAF  Retired 
Post  Office  Drawer  No«  191 
Arcadia,  Florida  33821 

Bear  Col,  Harding? 

I  enclose  a  Xerox  copy  of  a  letter  I 
received  froia  Jamea  T.  Hiekey  relative  to  the 
Clayville  Inn  and  Lincoln's  connection  with  it. 
Please  keep  the  Hickey  letter  confidential. 

It  s&emB  that  Dr,  Pearson  has  not 
confonaed  to  the  facts  •  or  lack  of  facts  relative 
to  the  building. 


Yours  sincerely. 


R»  Gerald  MoMurtry 
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Places,  Villages,  Towns  and  Cities 
Where  Lincoln  Lived  And  Visited 


In  his  day,  Abraham  Lincoln  was  a 
widely  traveled  man.  He  journeyed  as 
far  north  as  Milwaukee,  as  far  south 
as  New  Orleans,  as  far  west  as  Coun- 
cil Bluffs  and  as  far  east  as  Boston. 

He  made  two  extensive  trips  into 
New  England  in  1848  and  1860.  Dur- 
ing the  first  trip  he  campaigned  for 
the  Whig  party  and  Zachary  Taylor, 
and  the  second  trip  was  in  the  interest 
of  his  candidacy  for  the  presidential 
nomination  and  the  Republican  Party. 

Lincoln  took  only  one  real  vacation 
in  his  entire  life  when,  accompanied 
by  Mrs.  Lincoln,  he  went  to  Niagara 
Falls,  New  York.  On  July  24,  1857 
they  were  registered  at  the  Cataract 
House,  and  while  there  the  future 
President  may  have  stepped  on  Cana- 
dian soil. 

Mrs.  Lincoln  in  a  letter  to  Emily 
Todd  Helm,  dated  September  20,  1857, 
alluded  to  this  eastern  trip  as  fol- 
lows: "The  summer  has  so  strangely 
and  rapidly  passed  away.  Some  por- 
tion of  it  was  spent  most  pleasantly 
in  traveling  East,"  Mary  Lincoln  con- 
tinued: "I  often  laugh  &  tell  Mr. 
Lincoln  that  I  am  determined  my  next 
husband  shall  be  rich."  The  editors  of 
Lincoln  Day  By  Day  commented,  "This 
throws  light  on  Lincoln's  mysterious 
eastern  trip,  suggesting  pleasure  tour 
taken  on  strength  of  large  fee 
($4,800.)  won  from  Illinois  Central." 

During  Lincoln's  lifetime  he  visited 
twenty  states  and  the  District  of 
Columbia.  As  would  be  expected,  he 
was  most  familiar  with  the  State  of 
Illinois.  He  literally  crisscrossed  it 
from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  he 
visited  some  towns  and  cities  so  often 
that  no  effort  has  been  made  in  this 
compilation  to  enumerate  the  number 
of  his  visits.  Only  the  date  of  the  first 
visit  is  recorded. 

Lincoln  must  have  been  a  good 
traveler,  using  the  primitive  facilities 
of  stage  coaches,  railway  trains  and 
steamboats,  to  say  nothing  of  boy- 
hood travel  by  foot,  horse  and  ox- 
cart. 

Certainly  his  two  flat-boat  trips  to 
New  Orleans  must  have  been  exciting 
and  filled  with  adventure.  Riding  the 
Illinois  circuit  with  congenial  judges 
and  lawyers  from  one  Court  House 
town  to  another  was  likely  the  hap- 
piest experience  of  his  life.  Speaking 
tours  were  probably  enjoyed  except 
for  meeting  schedules,  and  grappling 
with  the  issues  of  the  day  before 


critical  audiences.  To  be  sure,  the 
seven  debates  with  Stephen  A.  Doug- 
las and  the  ensuing  senatorial  cam- 
paign was  no  picnic. 

The  inaugural  tour  of  1861  was  one 
of  anxiety  and  tension  ending  with 
threats  of  assassination.  As  President, 
Lincoln  visited  his  generals  on  several 
occasions,  utilizing  water  transporta- 
tion which  must  have  afforded  some 
pleasure;  and  he  visited  General  Win- 
field  Scott  at  West  Point,  New  York, 


Time  travels  in  divers  paces  with 
divers  persons.  I'll  tell  you  who 
Time  ambles  withal,  who  Time 
trots  withal,  who  Time  gallops 
withal,  and  who  he  stands  still 
withal. 

Shakespeare — As  You  Like  It 
Line  328 


From  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Lincoln  resided  in  the  village  of  New 
Salem,  Illinois,  from  July,  1831  until 
April  15,  1837. 


traveled  to  the  battlefields  of  An- 
tietam  and  Gettysburg  and  finally 
paid  a  visit  to  Richmond,  Virginia, 
near  the  end  of  the  Civil  War. 

It  is  difficult  to  learn  of  the  many 
places  Lincoln  visited  with  his  father 
on  their  migrations  westward,  and  the 
towns  and  cities  where  he  may  have 
stopped  along  the  Mississippi  River 
when  he  made  his  flat-boat  trips  to 
New  Orleans,  and  the  communities  he 
saw  or  visited  during  the  Black  Hawk 
War.  Then,  too,  as  a  deputy  surveyor 
he  would  often  travel  a  hundred  miles 
away  from  home  to  survey  a  plat  of 
land  or  lay  out  a  town. 

In  the  Campaign  of  1856,  Lincoln  is 
reported  to  have  said  that  he  made 
over  fifty  speeches  and  his  speaking 
itinerary  for  that  year  has  never  been 
thoroughly  defined. 

Some  of  the  towns  and  communities 
that  Lincoln  visited  have  completely 
disappeared  while  other  towns  and 
communities  in  the  areas  he  traveled 
have  developed  into  important  places 
after  he  was  there. 

In  1860,  when  Lincoln  was  elected 
to  the  Presidency  there  were  thirty- 
four  states  in  the  Union.  Dr.  Louis 
A.  Warren  has  pointed  out  in  Lin- 
coln Lore  No.  248,  January  8,  1934, 
"Places  Lincoln  Visited,"  that  "The 
population  of  the  United  States  in 
1860  was  26,706,425,"  and  the  states 
visited  by  Lincoln  contained  about 
two-thirds  of  the  total  number  of 
persons  listed  in  the  census. 

Some  of  the  places  listed  in  this 
compilation  have  little  importance 
(some  may  not  even  be  in  existence), 
and  in  several  instances  probably 
should  not  have  been  included.  For 
example.  Sinking  Spring  farm  1809, 
Knob  Creek  farm  1811,  Hurricane 
Township  farm  1816,  have  been  in- 
cluded because  Lincoln  lived  at  these 
places  until  the  age  of  21.  Then,  too, 
Lincoln  spoke  in  groves,  at  cross 
roads,  at  farms  and  at  township 
corners  which  were  important  geo- 
graphical locations  in  his  day,  but 
which  have  little  significance  today. 
However,  these  places  have  been  in- 
cluded in  this  compilation  in  order  to 
make  it  as  complete  as  possible. 

It  has  been  a  difficult  task  to  com- 
pile the  places,  villages,  towns  and 
cities  where  Lincoln  lived  and  visited. 
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From  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

The  First  Printed  Map  of  Springfield,  Illinois.  From  E.  H. 
Hall's  Springfield  City  Directory  and  Sangamon  County  Ad- 
vertiser for  1855-56. 


The  Lincoln  Day  By  Day  —  A  Chron- 
ology 1809-1865  has  been  the  chief 
tool  in  this  undertaking;  however, 
other  sources  have  been  utilized  when 
considered  necessary. 

Of  course,  the  compilation  is  in- 
complete, and  except  for  glaring  omis- 
sions (which  would  prove  embarrass- 
ing) the  editor  is  eager  to  learn  of 
other  places  where  Lincoln  visited. 

R.  G.  M. 

Connecticut 
Bridgeport,  1860 
Hartford,  1860 
Mcriden,  1860 
New  Haven,  1860 
New  London,  1860 
Norwich,  1860 

Delaware 
Wilmington,  1848,  1864 

Illinois 

Albany,  1836 
Albion,  1840 
Allenton,  1836 
Alton,  1840 
Amboy,  1858 
Anna,  1858 
Athens,  1834 
Atlanta,  1856 
Augusta,  1858 

Bartell's  on  Sugar  Creek,  1838 

Bath,  1836 

Beardstown,  1832 

Belleville,  1840 

Bement,  1858 

Berlin  (Old  Berlin),  1838 

Blandinsville,  1858 

Bloomington,  1838 

Buffalo  Grove,  1832 

Camden  (Postville),  1846 

Campbell  Farm,  1836 

Canton,  1858 

Carlinville,  1840 

Carmi,  1840 

Carrollton,  1854 


Carthage,  1839 
Casey,  1840 
Centralia,  1858 
Champaign  (See  Urbana) 
Charleston,  1841 
Chicago,  1847 
Chipps,  1830 
Clinton,  1839 
Colburn's  Mill,  1838 
Cotton  Hill,  1836 
Clary's  Grove,  1834 
Dallas  City,  1858 
Danville,  1840 
Decatur,  1830 
Delavan,  1846 
Dixon,  1832 
Edwardsville,  1858 


El  Paso,  1858 

Equality,  1840 

Evanston,  1860 

Fountain  Green,  1858 

Freeport,  1858 

Galena,  1832 

Galesburg,  1858 

Grand  View,  1856 

Greenup,  1847 

Greenville,  1858 

Hanover,  1843 

Havana,  1832 

Hennepin,  1846 

Henry,  1846 

Highland,  1858 

Hillsboro,  1843 

Huron,  1836 

Hutsonville,  1830 

Jacksonville,  1838 

Jamestown  (Riverton),  1831 

Joliet,  1856 

Jonesboro,  1858 

Kellogg's  Grove,  1832 

Kewanee,  1858 

Knoxville,  1858 

Lacon,  1846 

La  Harpe,  1858 

Langston's  Settlement,  1847 

La  Salle,  1854 

Lawrenceville,  1830 

Lincoln,  1853 

Lovington,  1830 

Lewiston,  1858 

Mackinaw,  1846 

Macomb,  1858 

Macon  County  Farm,  1830-1831 

Magnolia,  1848 

Marshall,  1840 

Martinsville,  1830 

Mattoon,  1858 

Mechanicsburg,  1836 

Melrose,  1830 

Meredosia,  1858 

Metamora,  1844 

Middle  Lick  Creek,  1847 

Monmouth,  1834 

Monroe  City,  1830 

Monticello,  1850 

Morris,  1858 

Mount  Carmel,  1840 

Mount  Pulaski,  1849 

Mount  Sterling,  1858 

Mount  Vernon,  1840 

Naples,  1854 


From  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Chicago,  Illinois,  (Circa  1860),  Published  by  Charles  Magnus  &  Co. 


LINCOLN  LORE 


3 


Nelson,  1830 
New  Boston,  1834 
New  Salem,  1831-1837 
Oakford,  1836 
Olney,  1856 

Oquawka  Junction  (Gladstone),  1858 

Oregon,  1856 

Oregon  City,  1856 

Ottawa,  1832 

Palestine,  1830 

Pappsville,  1832 

Paradise,  1830 

Paris,  1842 

Pekin,  1832 

Peoria,  1832 

Peru,  1847 

Petersburg,  1830 

Pittsfield,  1839 

Polk  Patch  (Selvin),  1830 

Polo,  1856 

Pontiac,  1840 

Portland,  1832 

Postville,  (See  Camden) 

Princeton,  1856 

Prophetstown,  1832 

Quincy,  1854 

Richland,  1832 

Rochester,  1842 

Rock  Island,  1854 

Rushville,  1832 

Salem,  1840 

Salisbury,  1836 

Sangamo  Town,  1831 

Shawneetown,  1840 

Shelbyville,  1840 

Spear's  Farm,  1836 

Springfield,  1832,  1837-1861 

Sterling,  1856 

Sugar  Creek  Meeting  House,  1844 

Sullivan,  1847 

Taylorville,  1841 

Tolono,  1861 

Toulon,  1858 

Tremont,  1838 

Urbana,  1841 

Vandalia,  1834 

Varsell's  on  Sugar  Creek,  1836 

Vermont,  1858 

Versailles,  1843 

Virginia,  1844 

Wapella,  1858 

Washington,  1848 

Waterloo,  1840 

Water's  Camp  Ground,  1838 

Waukegan,  1860 

West  Union,  1830 

Willow  Ford,  1830 


From 

Louisville,  Kentucky,  (Circa  1854), 

Winchester,  1854 
Yellow  Banks,  1832 

Indiana 
Bruceville,  1844 
Carlin  Township,  1844 
Evansville,  1844 
Fort  Wayne,  1860 
Gentryville,  1829,  1844 
Greensburg,  1861 

Hurricane  Township  Farm,  1816-1830 

Indianapolis,  1849,  1859,  1861 

Lafayette,  1861 

Lawrenceburg,  1861 

Lebanon,  1861 

Michigan  City,  1855 

Morris,  1861 

Rockport,  1828,  1844 

Shelbyville,  1861 

State  Line,  1848,  1861 

Terre  Haute,  1849 

Thorntown,  1861 

Vincennes,  1830,  1844 

Washington,  1844 

Iowa 

Burlington,  1858 
Council  Bluffs,  1859 
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Kansas 

Atchinson,  1859 
Doniphan,  1859 
Elwood,  1859 
Leavenworth,  1859 
Troy,  1859 

Kentucky 
Big  Spring,  1816 
Elizabethtown,  1816 
Frankfort,  1847 
Hardinsburg,  1816 
Hodgen's  Mill,  1811 
Knob  Creek  Farm,  1811-1816 
Lexington,  1841,  1847,  1849 
Louisville,  1841 
Morganfield,  1840 
Roanoke,  1816 

Sinking  Spring  Farm,  1809-1811 
Vine  Grove,  1816 

Louisiana 
New  Orleans,  1828,  1831 

Maryland 
Annapolis,  1865 
Antietam  Battleground,  1862 
Bakerville,  1862 

Baltimore,  1848,  1861,  1863,  1864 
Frederick,  1862 
Indian  Head,  1863 
Maryland  Heights,  1862 
Point  Lookout,  1863 
Relay  Station,  1847 
Rockville,  1848 
Seneca,  1848 
Sharpsburg,  1862 

Massachusetts 
Boston,  1848,  1860 
Cambridge,  1848 
Chelsea,  1848 
Concord,  1860 
Dedham,  1848 
Dorchester,  1848 
Lowell,  1848 
New  Bedford,  1848 
Taunton,  1848 
Worcester,  1848 

Michigan 

Detroit,  1848 
Kalamazoo,  1856 

Missouri 
Hannibal,  1859 
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Saint  Joseph,  1859 

Saint  Louis,  1831,  1841,  1847,  1849 

New  Hampshire 
Dover,  1860 
Exeter,  1860 
Manchester,  1860 

New  Jersey 
Elizabeth,  1861 
Jersey  City,  1861 
Newark,  1861 
New  Brunswick,  1861 
Trenton,  1861 

New  York 
Albany,  1848,  1861 
Amsterdam,  1861 
Batavia,  1861 
Brooklyn,  1860 
Buffalo,  1848,  1861 
Clyde,  1861 
Dunkirk,  1861 
Fishkill,  1861 
Fonda,  1861 
Garrison,  1862 
Hudson,  1861 
Little  Falls,  1861 

New  York,  1848,  1857,  1860,  1861,  1862 

Niagara  Falls,  1848,  1857 

Peekskill,  1861 

Poughkeepsee,  1861 

Rhinebeck,  1861 

Rochester,  1861 

Schenectady,  1861 

Silver  Creek,  1861 

Syracuse,  1861 

Troy,  1861 

Utica,  1861 

Westfield,  1861 

West  Point,  1862 

Ohio 

Alliance,  1861 
Ashtabula,  1861 
Bayard,  1861 
Cadiz  Junction,  1861 
Cincinnati,  1855,  1859,  1861 
Clifton,  1855 
Columbus,  1859,  1861 
Conneaut,  1861 
Corwin,  1861 
Coshocton,  1861 
Cleveland  ,1861 
Dayton,  1859 


Dresden,  1861 

Frazeysburg,  1861 

Geneva,  1861 

Hamilton,  1859 

Hudson,  1861 

London,  1861 

Loveland,  1861 

Madison,  1861 

Miamiville,  1861 

Milford,  1861 

Morrow,  1861 

Mount  Auburn,  1855 

Newark,  1861 

Newcomerstown,  1861 

Painesville,  1861 

Ravenna,  1861 

Salineville,  1861 

Spring  Grove  Cemetery,  1855 

Steubenville,  1861 

Toledo,  1860 

Uhrichsville,  1861 

Walnut  Hills,  1855 

Wellsville,  1861 


Willoughby,  1861 
Xenia,  1861 

Pennsylvania 
Allegheny  City,  1861 
Bristol,  1861 
Erie,  1861 
Gettysburg,  1863 
Girard,  1861 
Hanover  Junction,  1863 
Harrisburg,  1861 
Lancaster,  1861 
Leaman  Place,  1861 
Northeast,  1861 

Philadelphia,  1848,  1860,  1861,  1864 
Pittsburgh,  1861 
Rochester,  1861 

Rhode  Island 

Providence,  1860 
Woonsocket,  1860 

Virginia 
Aiken's  Landing,  1865 
Alexandria,  1862 
Aquia  Creek,  1862,  1863 
Belle  Pl^in,  1862 
Bermuda  Hundred,  1864 
Bolivar  Heights,  1862 
Camp  Hamilton,  1862 
City  Point,  1864,  1865 
Falmouth,  1863 
Fort  Darling,  1864 
Fortress  Monroe,  1862,  1864,  1865 
Fort  Wool,  1862 
Fredericksburg,  1862 
Hampton,  Virginia,  1862 
Hampton  Roads,  1865 
Harper's  Ferry,  1847,  1862 
Harrison's  Landing,  1862 
Loudoun  Heights,  1862 
Mount  Vernon,  1862 
Norfolk,  1862,  1864 
Patrick  Station,  1865 
Petersburg,  1865 
Richmond,  1865 
Winchester,  1847 

Washington  ,D.  C. 
Washington,  D.C,  1847,  1848,  1849, 
1861-1865 

Wisconsin 
Beloit,  1832,  1859 
Janesville,  1859 
Milwaukee,  1848,  1859 
Whitewater,  1832 
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The  Old  Sargent  Tavern  as  it  appeared  ar  the  time  re- 
ferred to  in  the  next  cohinin. 


THE  OLD  JOHNSTON  TAVERN 

This  old  landmark  was  built  about  1843,  nearly  as  facts  can  be  obtained,  and  was 
only  torn  down  in  1900  to  give  way  for  the  handsome  new  three  story  Scherer  block 
which  now  stands  on  this  historic  corner.  At  the  time  of  the  debate  the  corner  room 
was  occupied  by  Byrd  Monroe's  dry  goods  store;  the  remamder  of  the  building  to  the 
right  and  the  second  story  was  known  as  the  Johnston  House,  and  it  was  here  Lincoln 
stopped  at  this  particular  time.  ,      c         i   m    ■       i   d  l 

To  the  left  on  the  opposite  corner  of  the  street  where  the  Second  National  Bank 
building  now  stands;  was  another  building,  almost  an  exact  duplicate  of  this  one;  the 
corner  room  was  occupied  by  Thos.  G.  Chambers  grocery  and  the  rest  of  the  building 
was  known  cis  the  Bunnell  House,  and  it  was  here  that  Douglas  stopped  at  the  same 
time  DiUigent  search  has  failed  to  find  a  picture  of  old  Bunnell  House,  but  these  two 
"Taverns'"  were  widely  known  in  those  days  and  had  for  their  guests  many  of  the 
celebrated  men  of  those  early  days. 


Matoon,  Illinois  Lincoln  bhrine 

yA,^.^y.:.  ^  .y^-  ■■■■■■■ 


Lincobi  Shrine  Mattoon 


Mattoon,  III.,  June  16.— Acting 
upon  the  suggestion  of  ofiBcials  of 
theNational  Liocoln  Memorial  High- 
way Association  and  members  of 
the  local  chapter  of  this  organiza-| 
tion,  the  Sawio-Jones  Co.,  has  plac- 
ed in  its  display  window  a  placard 
designating  the  site  of  its  store  aS; 
Ihe  Pennsylvania  House  where 
Abraham  Lincoln  spent  the  night 
previous  to  the  Uncoln-DoQglas  de- 
bate at  Charleston.  Later  this  6rm 
at  the  request  of  the  same  associa- 
tion, will  place  in  a  conspicuous 
place  on  the  front  of  the  builSiog  a 
j  permanent  maiker* 

The  Lincoln  paiade  to  the  Lincoln- 
Douglas  debate  formed  at  Mr.  Lic- 
coln's  headquarters  and  to  Charles- 
ton over  the  south  road  to  Charles- 
ton. The  Democrats  formed  their 
narade  at  what  is  known  as  Lone 

Elm,  at  Ihirty-second  street  and 
Western  avenue  and  went  to  Char- 
leston by  the  north  road. 

Mr.  Lincoln's  memorable  visit  at 
the  Pennsylvania  House  was  on 
September  17.  1858. 


Freeport,  111. 


W,  HUfvlPHREY,  Propnelor. 


Springfield,  111. 


lllE   GLIJUli   HUIEL,   SPRINGFIELD,  II.I.INUIS. 

In  a  letter  to  Joshua  R.  Speed,  dated  May  .8,  1843,  Lincoln  wrote:  "We  are  not  keeping 
house  but  boardins  at  the  Globe  Tavern,  which  is  very  well  kept  now  by  a  widow  lady  of  the 
name  of  Beck.  Our  room  (the  same  that  Dr.  Wallace  occupied  there)  and  boardint'  only  costs 
us  four  dollars  a  week.  ...  I  most  heartily  wish  you  and  your  Fanny  would  not  fad  to 
come  Just  let  us  know  the  time,  and  we  will  have  a  room  provided  for  you  at  our  house,  and 
all  be  merry  together  for  a  while."  The  Globe  Hotel  stood  in  Springtield  until  about  three  years 
ago. 


Clark,  iVill  0. 


IL 

lAL  HOTEL  GUKI 


jN^ver 


Fussed  About  Service 
Says  Will  0.  Clark,  84, 
Here  for  Convention. 


ail 
S4- 


CALLS  LINCOLN  IDEAL  HOTEL  GUEST 


^braJuLui  i-iiir.ola  was  i>ii  lnii-tl  a 
J(3««J  hotel  Kuest  by  A'.'IH  O.  Clark, 
yoar-olil  rctin'il  holiil  n  ■n\  >'f  (:(  ues.-o, 

111.,   WllO    lt<    llOlll    III     I'.illll    tlu.'  t\VlMll\- 

flflh  annual  couvi'iition  ,,]'  I  he  llliimis 
Ifotel  nsaoclation,  w  lik-li  np.-n.'il  itn  ivvo- 
day  soHsloii  lu-ilay  at  i  he  lintel  I.a- 
Sallc. 

Aocordliii.-,  to  .Ml.  <'lai'k.  \\  lui  is  pres- 
Went  emofii  Us  or:  the  assoei.ition,  IJn- 
CDln's  ■i>lnin  anil  simiile  haliil.s  nevei- 
chanpred  when  lie  \>.as  a\va\'  fioui  lumie 
end  staying  at  a  hijtel.  He  w  a'.s  v.i.st- 
different  in  this  res|.ert  t^rmn  the 
avorag-e    ijef,~ion  le-iiay,    whn,  the 

minute  he  pens  his  name  mi  a  lintel 
register.  be.Ljins  l>>  eall  lOi-  service 
spelled  with  a  eaiiilal  S.  .Mr.  Clark  said. 

"And  I  knnw,"  he  added,  "because 
as  a  boUUoy  at  the  av.e  uf  Vl  and  later 
u.s  ii  clerk  in  in.\  f.u  hei-'s  inn  els.  I 
tended  to  or  ratiier  was  ready  t,)  sup- 
ply any  ot  his  wants. 

Met  Lincoln  in  KocU  Island. 

"Tlie  fii-st  time  I  ever  S4\v  Mr.  I  Lin- 
coln was  at  Rock  Island  in  IS.'n;.  He 
caiTie  there  as  an  attorney  to  defend 
a,  suit  of  the  Chiea,L;o-Rock  Island  rail- 
load  broUKbt  a;;ainst  it  b\  the  Missis- 
sippi Navi.yalimi  eoini.any  for  impeding 
navigation  by  huUdin-  the  fir.st  bridge 
n'eross  the  Mississippi  ri\er. 

"Witile  there  Mr.  l.ineoln  was  a  guest 
at  the  lsland_CiL.^  liotel.  owned  b.\-  no' 
father~ohn  T'lark.""  I  was  the  iiell- 
l.oy  ;iiiil  often  Conversed  with  Idncoln 
ami  llsteiieil  lo  his  stories, 

"Tile  next  time  I  met  Idncoln  was  at 
Charleston,  ill,,  in  l.stil.  He  was  a  guest 
of  my  f.itlier  ai  the  Charleston  llouse, 
V,  here  I  worked  as  the  clerk.  He  came 
There  alter  his  elediou  and  previous  to 
liis  liiaugtiiMt  inii  to  say  farew  ell  to  lua 
relal  ives  aiiii  friends. 

Wit.s  Not  Fussy  .Munit  Food. 
"In  those  da;  s  liotel  guests  took  a 
drink  id'  water  if  tliev  wanted  it  before 
they  -went  up  to  tlieir  rooms  and  never 
would  have  di>-amed  of  demanding  to 
have  a  pili/her  of  it  sent  to  them,  t  re- 
liieml>er  lancoln  iiiwer  was  fussy  about 
his  food,  but  ale  the  simide  fare  of  the 
lime  witli  aiii.  '.rently  great  enjoyment." 

Mr.  Clark  iiaid  a  tribute  to  l.ineoln 
when  he  addressed  the  meeting  in  re- 
sponse to  the  address  of  welcome  deliv- 
ered by  ,1.  A.  Blatehford.  secretary 
the  (Chicago  Hotel  association. 

.Mr.  Clark  exchanged  remini.'3C«nces 
with  E.  J.  Stubblns.  i:i.r  thirty-one  years 
manager  of  The  Halliday  house  at  Cairo, 
known  a.s  "The  Last  JTou.se  in  Illinois.' 


E.  J.  STEBBINS  AND  WILL  O.  CLARK,  84-YEAR-OLD  RETIRED 
HOTEL  MAN  OF  GENESEO,  ILL.,  WHO  RECALLS  ABRAHAM  LIN- 
COLN'S VISITS  TO  MR.  CLARK'S  FATHER'S  HOTELS. 

1  B.v  .1  etuif  liliulOifruplier  ut  Tlie  Uuil.v  Nl-wm.I 


of 


Carl  Sandburg  Tells  Why 
the  People  Love  Lincoln 


Carl  Sandburj?  of  Tlie  Daily  News  ed- 
itorial staff,  poet  and  author  of  the 
biographical  ina.steri>iece,  "Abraham 
Tdriooln:  The  Prairie  Vears."  talke  la.st 
night  over  the  radio  from  WMAQ,  The 
iJaily  News  station.  He  inenented,  as 
he  does  in  his  book,  Idiu.-oln  us  a  great 
human  figure  of  the  sort  about  which 
tradition  Is  bound  to  cluster,  regard- 
less of  official  position. 


One  of  Sandburg's  wtoi  ies,  told  for 
the  fir.st  time  in  his  biography,  might 
be  entitled   "Idneoln  and  the  (ioat." 

"I  first  heard  of  thl.-j  iarn  in  P.looni- 
ington,"  said  Sandburg,  "It  wa.s  told 
to  'Joe'  Fifer,  former  governor,  liy  Mil- 
ton Hay,  uncle  of  .lohn  Hay.  It  runs 
to  the  effect  that  one  mornlnK  h' 
Springfield,  walking  to  Ids  office,  i.in- 
coln  encountered  a  goat.  Boys  had 
been  deviling  the  goat  to  make  for 
people  and  butt  them  off  their  feet,  as 
liay  told  it.  And  this  morning,  Lin- 
coln, wdth  his  hands  folded  behind  him 
and  hl.s  chin  sunlv  on  his  bosom,  came 
along  the  street.  And  the  goat  made 
for  him.  Well,  t^incoln  could  be  pretty  | 
quick  when  he  wanted  to  be.  And  he  j 
stooped  over  and  his  two  hands  grot  i 
hold  of  the  two  horns  of  the  goat. 

"Lincoln  dropped  down,  put  bis  face 
olo.se  to  the  goat's  face,  and  slowly 
drawled:      'Now-there-isn't  anj  -good-rea 


law  bitaklng.  ijincoln  was  then  an  i  S- 
year-old  boy,  running  a  flaiboat  carry- 
ing passengers  from  the  Indiana  shore 
of  the  Ohio  ri\er  out  to  steamboats  in 
the  middle  of  the  river.  The  two  Ken- 
tucky men  who  arrested  him  claimed  ho 
vvas  oi>erating  a  ferry  and  carrying  pas- 
sengers across  tiie  river  without  a  li- 
cense from  the  state  of  Keiituck,\-.  He 
|>roved  hn  was  not  giilh>'  ami  was  let 
loose. 

.  •  . 

"Sometimes  I  think  the  big  deep  re- 
son  why  the  meinorj'  of  I^incoln  Is  i 
and  cherished  is  not  so  much  because 
of  what  he  did  in  Washington  as  a 
state.sman  and  a  man  who  raised  up 
army  after  army  and  sent  It  Into  the 
furnace  of  war.  His  record  there  Is  a 
Htran.ge  and  a  niarvelous  one.  But  the 
big  deep  reason  why  he  keeps  his  hold 
on  the  masses  of  the  people  Is  because 
of  what  he  was  ts  a  man,  because  of 
the  personality  he  had.  There  Is  a  cer- 
tain sense  In  which  the  memory  of  Lin- 
coln is  cherished  here  la  the  liiiddle 
west  .lust  as  the  people  of  Scotland 
hold  their  remembrance  of  Bob' 
Burns." 


To  Consiiler  All  I'vobleiii,'?. 

Anj  one  listening-  in  would  liave 
lea;rned  that  when  Mr.  Clarlt  was  mar- 
ried years  ago,  he  and  his  wife  went 
irom  Mattoon  to  the  Halliday  house, 
Uien  owned  by  Mr.  Stubbing'  father, 
'I'  Stuliblns.  -And  that  the  young  Mr. 
Stubbins.  then  acting  a.s  bellboy,  wa.s 
i^uundlv  whipped  by  his  lather  for  tor- 
getting  to  rentove  the  In-eakfast  dishea 
ironi  the  room  of  Mr.  and  INlr.s.  Clark 
before  going  to  school  in  the  morning. 

All  the  present-day  problems  encoun- 
le-red  in  runnitig  hotels  in  cities  and 
u.wu'A  smaller  than  Chicago  are  sched- 
uled to  be  discussed  during  the  conven- 
tion. 


son-\N*ny->i-.u-.iiiouiu-wani  -  to  -  narm  -  me 
-and-there-isn't-any-good  -  reason  -  why-I- 
should-want-to-harm-you.  The  world-is- 
big-enough-for-both-of-us-to-Hve-ln.  If- 
you-behave-yourself-as-you-ought-to-and- 
If-l-behave-niyself-as-I-ought-to-we'U-get- 
along-without-cro3s-word-or-a,ctlou  -  and-  I 
we'll  -  live  -  in  -  peace  -  and-harmony-like- 
good-neighboi's.' 

•  Then  Lincoln  lifted  at  the  two  horns, 
dropped  the  goat  over  a  high  fence  and 
walked  up  the  street." 

.  •  * 

"No  man  in  American  history  has  had 
aa  many  books  written  about  him  as 
has  Lincoln,"  Sandburg  added.  "It  is 
safe  to  say  there  are  now  available 
1>,700  books  aiming  to  tell  the  whole  life 
of  Lincoln  or  to  i^eal  with  some  phase  of 
the  Lincoln  life.  Probably  no  other 
character  In  human  history  has  had  so  , 
many  scouts  on  his  ti«iil,  hunting  l  eli-  ! 
able  evidence  as  to  what  kind  of  man  he 
was.  Books  about  him  are  not  printed 
in  English  alone.  I  have  seen  and  han- 
dled in  one  private  library  five  different 
biographies  of  I^incoln  in  the  French 
language,  four  In  German,  three  In  Jap- 
anese, two  In  Chinese,  and  also  editions 
primed  in  Polish,  Italian,  I'ortuguese, 
Russian,  Yiddish,  Greek,  Turkish  and 
Hawaiian. 

.  •  . 

"A  Kentucky  lawyer,  William  H. 
Townsend,  gave  us  last  year  the  first 
Information  we  ever  had  about  the  first 
and  only  time  Abraham  Lincoln  wa.a  ar- 
rested and  put   on   trial  charged  with 
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